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OR MANY YEARS NOW the /nternational Journal has had a standard 

size of “forty pages and cover.” But it has often exceeded that. 
Special issues with four or eight extra pages, and additional pages to 
accommodate long plays or advertising that would otherwise exceed 
its quota of space, have marked the policy of the Journal to give 
always the maximum of service to its readers. It is therefore with 
real regret that this number is issued short of the standard size. 

Reason: lack of paper. This scarcity of paper is more severe than 
during the war. Then we could cut the weight of paper and live 
within our allotment in spite of rising circulation; today there is not 
enough paper available. The reason for this is that several of the 
large pulp mills have been bought up for exclusive use by a few pub- 
lishers of secular large-circulation magazines and there is not enough 
other paper to go around. Also our increase in circulation of one- 
third over that a two years ago calls for much additional paper. We 
appreciate the loyalty of our readers. They can rest assured that we 
will do our utmost to continue to serve them in full measure. 
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The parent-teacher of religion 


Parents are teaching religion, whether they know 


if or nof. 


Ten commandments 
for modern parents 


By the Commission on Marriage and 
the Home of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in America 


ARENTS: 


Yours is a noble and difficult art. You 


build life from the foundations. You create the world- 


that is to be. 

1. Give your children the support of love and confi- 

dence, with appreciation of the individuality of each. 

This will provide for them a firm foundation of faith 
in you, in themselves and in life. 

2. Plan for good times with your children and try al- 

ways to realize how things seem to a child. 

This will create a pleasant home atmosphere with a store 
of bright memories and a pattern for happy family life. 

3. Give your children a share in the tasks, the plans 

and creative activities of the home. 

Through taking responsibilities in accordance with their 
strength they will grow in character and increase in re- 
sourcefulness. 

4. Look for good which you can praise more than for 

evil which you must condemn. 

Children generously encouraged try to improve still 
more, but those too much condemned lose heart and ex- 
pect too little good of themselves. 

5. Value curiosity in your children and stimulate in them 

the love of all things true and beautiful. 

By rewarding their inquiries and developing their ap- 
preciations you inspire them to a larger growth. 

6. Teach your children to convert obstacles into op- 

portunities. 

Strength develops by firm purpose and by creative 
conquest of difficulty. 

7. Develop in yourself such qualities as you want 

your children to have. 

Honesty; considerateness, courage—such virtues come 
mainly by example and contagion. You want vital growth, 
not mere conformity. 

8. Make your home a center of friendship and good 

neighborliness. 

Its ties of comradeship will prepare members for good 
citizenship in the community, the nation and the world. 
World peace begins at home. 

9. Share with your children in the fellowship of the 

church. 

This will give them the sustaining strength of a com- 
munity of faith and love which extends across, the ages 
and embraces all peoples. 
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What are their special responsibilities? 


10. Lead your children into faith in God through disci- 
pleship to Jesus Christ that they may be workers with 
God in overcoming evil and promoting the good. 
This will be aided by thought-sharing, religious inter- 
pretation and worship in the home. Thus the family will 
live not merely in passing events and circumstances but 
in the great purposes and great securities of the kingdom 
of God. 
(These Commandments may be quoted in church bulle- 
tins or elsewhere, giving source as in title above.) 


The mother 


By Hazel W. Birnbaum * 


I WHO ARE MOTHERS have a special opportunity 

to teach religion to our children because we spend so 
much time with them. We may think that we have no time 
and no training to give them specialized training of this 
kind, but as a matter of fact we are teaching them attitudes 
about God and about man with everything we do or say. 
Do we feel that there is a friendly Power at the center of 
the universe? Then we will face life with courage and 
faith. We can allay our children’s fears because they will 
see that we fear no evil; we can save them from a sense of 
insecurity because we feel secure in the universe. Do we 
believe that God is our Father and all men our brothers? 
Then we will treat people of all races and classes and faiths 
on a basis of equality, and our children will never be in- 
fected with the-disease of prejudice. 

Since religion is both taught and caught we have, there- 
fore, the responsibility to scrutinize our own beliefs and 
conceptions of God. Are they outmoded and superficial, or 
fundamentally sound and acceptable ‘to God? If they are 
not what they should be, it is time to rethink them. It is 
the mother’s joy to lead her child to an awareness of God 
through nature, friendships, and prayer. Through her 
everyday conversations much of this can be accomplished 
in a natural and loving manner. 

Religion should be a natural family affair, and discus- 
sions about it as with other matters, should be happy, in- 
teresting and helpful experiences for all concerned. A re- 
ligious heritage should include family grace, prayer time, 
Bible reading and hymn singing. There should be some 
religious pictures or symbols in the home, perhaps a family 
altar. Christians of other races will be invited into the 
home so that the children will understand the universality 
of the Christian faith. It should be taken for granted that 
all members of the family participate in church activities 
and at least sometimes sit together in the family pew. We 
need to help children to understand what church member- 


*Mrs. Henry W. Birnbaum, Children’s worker and librarian, 
First Baptist Church of Greater Cleveland, Ohio. 


International Journal of Religious Education 


ship means and to create in them attitudes of wanting to 
help in church work, so that they will gladly accept their 
responsibilities for the church as they mature. 

In all these things the mother will have a responsibility 


just because she is a mother and also because she is with 


the children more than the father normally can be. Helps 
for fulfilling our responsibility. will be found in books, 
pamphlets, worship materials, pictures, victrola records, 
stories, songs, and an intelligent choice of toys. 

If all these things are done at home, how much better 
work can be done in the church school! On the basis of 
such preparation and counting on such cooperation, church 
school teachers can build with some confidence of accom- 
plishment. Without it, they can do little. Ours is indeed a 
grave responsibility, but what a joyous opportunity and 
challenge! Let us not be parasites on our churches, but 
give our children their rightful heritage of a Christian home. 


The father 


By Donald F. Lomas * 


Roe SPEAKING, there are just three kinds 

of fathers: those who say, “religion be hanged,” those 
who live by the theory that children should be exposed to 
religion, and those who, by their words and actions, con- 
front their children with a constant invitation, “Let’s be a 
Christian family.” Only as a father approaches his respon- 
sibility with the latter attitude will he successfully do his 
part in the religious training of his children. 

Every Christian father should take a leading part in es- 
tablishing the “family pew.” It is not to be assumed that 
the youngest children should be found in the church wor- 
ship service every Sunday morning or that the older chil- 
dren will be in regular attendance by paternal edict. But 
when father and mother both attend worship regularly, and 
when they obviously enjoy it and are helped by it, even 


_very young children will soon look forward to the time 


they can accompany their parents to church. When that 
day comes, the father must share with the mother the re- 
sponsibility for discussing the service with the children, 
both before and after. 

Honest and frank religious discussion in the home is 
essential.to the normal spiritual development of any child. 
Fathers can fail to meet their obligation in this matter 
either by withdrawing from such discussion or by domi- 
nating it. An honest father who knows the limitations of 
his own faith may, with too great modesty, leave religious 
discussions to the mother whose faith is simple and warm. 
Or a well meaning father who has uncritically accepted the 
religious expressions and forms of his parents may be 
greatly disappointed to find that his children turn in dis- 
gust from his dogmatic presentation of his warmed-over 
religion. The only way for a father to avoid one of these 
difficulties is for him to examine his own faith earnestly to 
see that he has a faith that he can share sympathetically 
and sincerely with his children. 

Profitable religious discussion will take place best in 
the home in which there is some effort to have family .wor- 
ship and Bible study. In many homes the father’s work 
schedule makes the observance difficult. It may be impos- 


*Pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church, Bay City, Michigan. 
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Leon 
Plan for good times with your children and try always to realize how 
things seem to a child. 


sible to have family worship in such homes unless the 
father is willing to take the initiative in making a time 
when the family can be together. All members of the family 
should participate as they are able; and father should do 
his part whether it be leading the devotions or coaching 
Billy to be the leader. 

All talk of a father’s responsibility for guiding the re- 
ligious life of a family is quite beside the point except in a 
family in which the father can be admired for his upright 
Christian character. The father can best discharge his re- 
sponsibility by being a senior partner in a little group of 
people who live together in a constant demonstration of 
practical Christianity. And just because he is not in the 
home as much as the mother, the times when he is there 
take on a unique tone of interest for the children. It is his 
business to capitalize this special interest on behalf of the 
religious life of the family. 


tee 
Bauer and Cotterell 


Let us give our children their rightful heritage of a Christian home. 
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Coe 


North meets 
South 


An adventure in good will 
By Virginia Anderson * 


HATE THOSE MEXICANS — they all carry long 

knives!” nine-year-old James stated. 

“And they’re dirty,” Norma Lou added righteously. 

These remarks and others similar to them were begin- 
ning to concern the faculty members of the joint vacation 
church school sponsored by the Congregational and Evan- 
gelical churches in Walworth, Wisconsin. The comments 
were occasioned by the presence of seventy-four Mexican 
men who had been brought in. to process peas and corn in 
the local canning factory. Few of the men could speak 
English; in addition there was the barrier of differing cul- 
tures and prejudices of varying degrees on both sides. 


What to do? 


As would be expected, the vacation school teachers took 
advantage of every opportunity to help the children see the 
Mexicans with a more Christlike attitude, but talking about 
the problem was not enough. A faculty meeting was held 
to select further steps that might be taken. A movie seemed 
to be a dramatic and interesting means of presenting these 
people to the children and, accordingly, “Introducing Mexi- 
co” was run off during a morning assembly period from 
nine to ten-thirty. 

Response to the film was immediate, and when the show- 
ing was over there was a short discussion. The children 
were guided into realizing the similarities between the 
Mexican people and themselves. They commented on the 
fiesta the picture had shown and were greatly pleased by its 
resemblance to their own carnivals and circuses. Differ- 
ences between the two cultures were pointed out, too—dif- 
ferences in homes, in school systems, in medical equipment 
—and sympathy and a “desire to help” were provoked. 

“Now how could we help the Mexican people who are 
living here in our own town?” was the next problem, and 
the children became thoughtful as they considered how they 
might be good neighbors. They were reminded that the 
Mexicans spoke little English and were away from their 
families, and that there were no recreational facilities, ex- 
cept a bowling-alley, in town. 

The situation, however, was so new to the school that a 
plan did not appear at once, and the teacher in charge told 
the children what had been suggested at the-faculty meet- 
ing. The Congregational church had a large gymnasium 
and four dozen pairs of roller skates; what could give the 
Mexicans a gayer or more novel evening than a combina- 
tion of the two? 


Let’s have a party! 


The children were enthusiastic about the idea and began 
to plan what else they might do. It was agreed that re- 

* Mrs. William Arthur Anderson, wife of pastor of the Walworth 
Congregational Church, Walworth, Wisconsin. 


* Available from the Religious Film Association through denomi- 
national book stores. Silent; one hour in length. 


4 


freshments of cookies and ice cream would be served, and 
a purchasing committee and serving committee were chosen. 
Then they planned that the movie be kept several days 
longer and shown to the Mexicans, “since” as one girl put 
it, “they have probably seen those very places.” One child 
from each class was put onan invitation committee, and 
this.group proposed to visit the canning factory with the 
two ministers and ask the men to come to the party. Since 
there were sixty children in the vacation school, it was felt 
that only thirty men could be asked. 

So the committees went to work, while every child in the 
school excitedly carried the news of the proposed venture 
back home. . The weekly newspaper was informed of our 
plans, and both ministers spoke about them to their con- 
gregations on Sunday morning. Three women were asked 
to help in the kitchen;-severs volunteered! Curiosity was 
undoubtedly as important a factor in their offers as was 
the desire to help, but who could blame them? We were 
all curious! None of us, faculty members or children, had 
had any relations with the Mexicans beyond a friendly nod 
on the street or a chance encounter in a store. As Monday 
approached we teachers even began to wonder if we had 
been wise in planning an evening for two such differing age 
and culture groups. Our chief concern was that the Mexi- 
cans would not respond to a party given by children. 

But we need not have worried on that point. Monday 
evening the invitation committee and the two ministers 
were a little late in starting to the factory (they were going 
to escort the men to the church) and the factory personnel 
worker called to be sure they were coming. She told us 
the men had “jumped up and down in excitement” when 
they had received the invitation, and that now they were 
eager to get to the party. 


A good time was had by all 


The children and the rest of the faculty were at the 
church early and had the floor swept and chairs placed 
along the walls. Some of the children expressed a little 
fear of their guests and needed to be reassured, but most 
of them felt only excitement. They had previously dis-- 
cussed their conduct for that night and had decided to 
greet the men and show them to the chairs, give the men 
first choice in the roller skates, laugh when a man fell 
down only if he himself laughed first, and a few similar 
“rules.” As a consequence, when their guests arrived the 
children were well poised because they were prepared for 
what they should do. 

One of our eight-year-old girls gave a welcome speech 
which was interpreted and gravely received with applause. 
When the skates were brought out the dark faces lighted 
with interest, but only three or four of the group came for- 
ward when we asked for those who had skated before. 
These men and some of the children began to circle the 
floor, and little by little they persuaded others to experi- 


-ment. Soon there were numerous groups of two and three, 


one in each group a novice assisted by veterans. Before 
long the gym was echoing with the roar of skates, laughter 
and knee-slapping, and American and Mexican versions 
of “Take it easy!” Some of the men preferred to sit and 
watch: “Please excuse. We not skate. If we hurt, we not 
work tomorrow.” But watching was fun, too. 

Probably the most comradeship of the entire evening was 
experienced during this period, as the children helped the 
Mexicans to skate and, in some instances, vice versa. 
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Before the group was showing too many signs of fatigue 
they moved to the sanctuary for the movie. We were told 
by the interpreters that many were more eager for this 
than for the skating, and indeed they gave full attention to 


the film. An interpreter translated the English titles, and 


made further comments on various scenes. It was notice- 
able and instructive that the two groups responded simi- 
larly to things. For example, a sympathetic chuckle ran 
over the entire audience as a small boy in a large som- 
brero pushed a wheelbarrow across the screen. At another 
time a beautifully-costumed girl evoked murmurs of admir- 
ation from both groups; and the faculty noted that Mexi- 
can men express approval by a whistle quite as much as do 
their northern neighbors! The closeness of the groups 
was recalled later in a discussion with the children in an 
effort to emphasize that “brothers, sisters are we all in 
God’s great family.” 

Upon returning to the gym we found that our women 
helpers were dishing the ice cream and cookies and our 
serving committee was ready to start its work. They be- 
gan by serving the Mexicans, but so friendly and informal 
had everyone become that several of the Mexicans joined 
the serving group and trotted back and forth with refresh- 
ments. Little groups were forming here and there, cen- 
tered perhaps about a Mexican who knew a little English, 
or one of our young people who had studied Spanish. Talk 
came fast, but sign language was almost universal. 

As the time neared for breaking up, someone suggested 


that each group of Americans sing its national anthem for 
the other. This idea was enthusiastically carried out. The 
Mexican song was particularly stirring because of the men’s 
voices and the faraway look in the eyes of many. An in- 
terpreter expressed the group’s appreciation to us, and then 
each Mexican shook hands with each Walworth child as 
he went out. But this was not the first time that evening 
that we had observed their politeness! 


Now they are friends 


The experience was followed up by informal discussions 
in the classes at opportune times during the week. We saw 
that on the street the children were speaking in friendly 
fashion to the Mexicans, and offering to help them in the 
stores. Some of the younger Mexicans were quite con- 
genial with our high-school boys and they were seen at- 
tending a carnival together. A few of the Mexicans were 
invited into homes for dinner. It was obvious that radical 
changes of attitude had been effected in many cases. 

There was a carry-over to the adults in town, also. An 
inter-church committee was later formed to plan a leisure- 
time program for the Mexicans that would include baseball, 
movies, skating, and English classes. This group might 
also serve as a mediation board in case of trouble between 
the workers and the townspeople; as yet, however, there 
has been none, and we members of the vacation church 
school faculty attribute this basically to the gesture of good 
will put forward by our children when the men first came! 


What is 
this Crusade? 


By Harry C. Munro 


AN YOU TELL ME what this meeting is about?” 

asked a high school boy as he pushed toward the 
front of a packed Columbus, Ohio, church the evening 
of February 12. 

“Yes,” was the answer of Martha Smith, President of 
the Franklin County Youth Council. “This is a meeting 
of the Christian Youth Crusade, the first one in this 
county. But Irva Jane Sampson of Dayton is here. She 
can tell you a lot more about it. They’ve been going on 
now in Dayton every Saturday night for weeks.” 

Miss Sampson then described this remarkable program 
in Dayton, Ohio, where the United Christian Youth Move- 
ment, with the cooperation of the local Church Federa- 
tion and ministers and youth workers of scores of churches, 
was developing experimentally the “patterns” and _ re- 
sources for this Christian Youth Crusade. She told of 
revitalized youth work in local churches, of enlarged social 
vision, of experience in interracial goodwill and fellowship, 
of a new sense of solidarity and a new zeal for witnessing 
among Christian young people, of commitments to life 
service for Christ. 

The Columbus meeting then proceeded to illustrate for 
this boy some of the program elements in this Crusade. 
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There was happy, informal fellowship in action singing 
and in spirituals. -There were moments of devotion and 
prayer. There was the call of Christ to youth through a 
striking address. There was a dedication service in an at- 
mosphere of deep reverence. There were intriguing bits 
of pageantry which made this Lae out of the ordinary 
asa religious service. 

Hosts in the Columbus meeting were Christian young 
people of the Franklin County Youth'Council. Their thow 
sand or more guests were the professional religious educa- 
tional leaders from everywhere on the continent who were 
attending the annual meeting of the International Council 
of Religious Education in Columbus. The occasion was 
the launching of the United Christian Teaching Crusade of 
which this Christian Youth Crusade is but one of the com- 
munity projects. 

There is much more to this Columbus meeting than ap- 
peared on the surface, just as there is much more to the 
United Teaching Crusade than a new promotional slogan. 
The Columbus meeting was an appropriate launching of 
the Crusade, for it illustrated the unique nature of this 
emphasis. The Crusade consists wholly in just such inter- 
church projects carried out by neighboring churches in 
their own local communities. It is the interdenominational 
field emphasis in Christian education for 1946-1949. 


This Crusade is different 

While previous emphases of this kind have had wide 
influence in focusing attention on crucial needs or neg- 
lected = sroure FAT it was felt that results in the local 
church and community often fell disappointingly short of 
the goals. It was therefore decided to interpret this Crusade 
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wholly in terms of specific inter-church projects at the 
community level. Neighboring churches which carry out 
one of these projects are in the Crusade. Any church which 
joins hands with its neighboring churches of other denomi- 
nations, as together they tackle their shared evangelistic 
responsibility in their community, is in the Crusade. A 
Crusade project means a Crusade. No project, no Crusade. 
We propose to take this Crusade out in action, and in action 
only, not in talk or publicity. 

“Patterns” for various types of projects are being de- 
veloped, tested, revised, and then made available. When 
such a pattern has been well-proven under careful testing, 
it is announced as a Crusade project. Guidance and re- 
source materials are made available. The Crusade becomes 
a reality in any community whose churches join in carry- 
ing out such a project. These projects will be introduced 
to the field under the leadership of national teams. Such 
a project carried out by a national team has two purposes: 
(1) to render a direct service to the community in which 
it is conducted; (2) to develop leaders within that state or 
area through a laboratory process, so that they can conduct 


similar projects elsewhere in the state or area. Thus the- 


Crusade will become self-reproducing at “full strength” 
’ from community to community. 


The Teaching Mission 


The over-all, or church-wide community project of the 
Crusade is the National Christian Teaching Mission. This 
has been developed into a much more thorough pattern 
than that of the 1944 Mission to Teachers. It consists of an 
intensive project of a week or ten days which has three 
major features: ‘ 

1. A complete community-wide, city-wide, or county- 
wide religious census. This is taken on the midpoint Sun- 
day afternoon in the project. It involves the enlistment by 
each church of from twelve to fifteen percent of its mem- 
bership as census-takers. Each church is assigned a specific 
area within which it makes an every-house census. The 
census results are divided among the churches in terms of 
“responsibility lists.” Every unchurched person is on the 
list of some church. Each church has an accurate definition 
of its share in the total community task of evangelism. 
There is no over-looking and no over-lapping. 

2. A program of enlistment, enlargement and improve- 
ment developed and launched by each participating church. 
This can follow its denominational pattern and use denomi- 
national materials. Thus the project is adaptable to all 
types of churches. 

3. An intensive program for the training of leaders. The 
project in each church includes the development of its own 
leaders in their evangelistic responsibility, particularly in 
the matter of home visitation. Those who help the local 
churches in developing their own programs are themselves 
undergoing an intensive training for this type of work 
through daily seminars or coaching conferences. Through 
leadership thus trained the project becomes self-reproduc- 
ing in other communities. 

The Teaching Mission itself, while the inclusive project 
of the Crusade, is jointly sponsored by the International 
Council’s Department of Educational Evangelism and the 
Federal Council of Churches’ Department of Evangelism. 


Age-group projects 
In addition to the Christian Youth Crusade, two other 


youth projects of the Crusade are ready for general use: 
the High School Mission and Religious Emphasis Week. 

The Committee on Religious Education of Children and 
the Committee on the Religious Education of Adults are 
conducting experiments this year in various types of Cru- 
sade projects in their respective fields. In another year it 
is expected that these will be ready also for general use. 
This year any church or community interested in a Crusade 
project may secure additional information either about 
the youth projects or the Teaching Mission by writing the 
office of the United Christian Teaching Crusade, 203 North 
Wabash Avenue, Chciago, 1, Illinois. 


J. Allan Watson 
joins Council staff 


An announcement by the General 
Secretary 


AM HAPPY to announce the ap- 
pointment of the Rev. J. Allan Wat- 
son to the staff of the International 
Council of Religious Education as Di- 
rector of the Laymen’s Crusade for 
Christian Education. In this position 
Mr. Watson takes over responsibility 
for a piece of work begun in 1938 
under a national committee of 250 per- 
sons, headed by two officers of the 
Council: Mrs. J. N. McEachern of At- 
lanta, and Mr. J. L. Kraft of Chicago. 

Previous to Mr. Watson’s coming to the Council, Rev. 
Philip C. Landers gave executive direction to the Laymen’s 
Crusade. Mr. Watson will also serve as staff executive for 
the Lay Section, one of seventeen advisory sections in the 
International Council. 

Mr. Watson is known to many in the Council constitu- 
ency since he was temporarily on the staff as Executive 
Secretary of the 1938 Quadrennial Convention of the Inter- 
national Council. He comes to us now after five years of 
unusually successful service as pastor of the First Christian 
Church at Jefferson City, Missouri, the capital city of that 
state. He was active in both civic and religious affairs in 
Jefferson City and helped to organize the Council of 
Churches there, serving also on its Executive Committee. 
He was previously pastor of other important churches of 
the Disciples of Christ, including the Central Christian 
Church of Parsons, Kansas, and the First Christian Church 
of New Castle, Indiana. He has been prominent in the 
work of his brotherhood, being for many years a Dean 
in the Disciples Youth Conference Movement and for seven 
years Publicity Manager of the International Convention 
of the Disciples of Christ. 

Mr. and Mrs. Watson have two sons, one in the Navy, 
and the other a ministerial student at the University of 
Chicago. We are happy also to have his daughter-in-law, 
Mrs. Helen Watson, as a member of the office force in the 
Business Department of the International Council. 


Roy G. Ross 
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A decade of 
significant deeds 


Dr. Roy G. Ross completes ten years 
of Council leadership 


N 1935 the Council sought a General Secretary as suc- 
cessor to Dr. Hugh'S. Magill who had given constructive 


leadership to the International Council during its first thir- - 


teen years. A representative nominating committee selected 
a comparatively young man, one who had shown imagina- 
tion and leadership ability first as a pastor and then in 
moving up step by step until he had become the head of the 
Christian education work of his own denomination. This 
was Dr. Roy G. Ross, executive secretary of the depart- 
ment of religious education, of the Disciples of Christ. He 
was unanimously elected to this responsible position in Feb- 
ruary 1936. The ten years since that time have demonstrated 
the wisdom of that choice. 

It is a subject of political debate as to whether we had 
started out of the depression in 1936 or not, but there is 
no debate as to the fact that it was a difficult time for re- 
ligious organizations. The new General Secretary faced 
his responsibilities with courage, sound judgment and vi- 
sion. The accomplishments of ten years tell a significant 
story. Total cash receipts increased from slightly under 
$107,000 to over $352,000 or 229%. The denominations 
gave over $66,000 as against less than $25,000 ten years 
ago, or 164% more. State, provincial, city and county 
councils show an encouraging gain of 44% in con- 
tributions. Individual gifts went up by 556% from $11.,- 
513 to $75,526. A staff of nine persons was named in 1936 
and one of twenty-two in 1946. The total employed group 
of thirty-three has increased to seventy-four as this goes to 
press. The floor space that was adequate ten years ago is 
now more than doubled.and it is crowded. 

But figures tell only a part of any story. They get their 
meaning from what lies behind them. Behind these figures 
lie significant developments that even high percentages 
fail to portray. 

The Council and the program of Christian education as 
a whole have moved in new directions during this decade. 
The United Christian Education Advance was the first at- 
tempt to give dramatic form and united drive to a joint 
field program in religious education. This was launched 
by the Council and carried out on an extensive scale. The 
result was that the idea of a united field approach became 
an accepted part of Protestant strategy. Drives for a 
Christian World Order and the National Mission to Chris- 
tian Teachers have been outgrowths of this major planning. 
This year the National Christian Teaching Crusade is un- 
der way as an expression of this united approach to the 
field. 

The decade has also been marked by other enterprises 
of great significance to the entire movement: the work of 
the Committee on Basic Philosophy and Policies of the late 
thirties; the work on the Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible, culminating this year in the publication of the re- 
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Dr. Roy G. Ross, since 1936 General Secretary of the 
International Council of Religious Education. 


vised New Testament; the development of extensive plans 
for war-time services, especially for industrial areas and, 
through the Service Men’s Christian League, for those in 
military service; the expansion of new services in visual 
education, weekday religious education, and ecumenical 
education; and the study of Christian Education now un- 
der way in such a promising fashion. These important 
projects owe their success in a generous measure to the 
vigorous and wise leadership of Dr. Ross in initiating and 
guiding them. 

In the light of this record the Council did a fitting and 
happy thing in having a Recognition Dinner for Dr. Ross 
during the Annual Meeting on February 10. The Grand 
Ballroom of the Deshler-Wallick Hotel, Columbus, was 
filled with Council members and friends. Mrs. Ross also 
was present. Mr. J. L. Kraft, a personal friend, presided 
in genial and capable fashion. Four speeches “In Retro- 
spect” were made: Arlo Ayres Brown spoke of the decade 
as seen by the chairman of the Council, Edward D. Grant 
as seen by denominational executives, Minor C. Miller as 
seen by state and city councils, and Harry C. Munro as 
seen by the Council staff. These all paid tribute to the 
warm friendliness, the vision and courage, the constructive 
leadership, the democratic temper and practice and the 
Christian spirit of the General Secretary. Dr. Paul Calvin 
Payne closed with an inspiring challenge to “The Next Ten 
Years in Christian Education.” With a groundwork so 
ably laid in the last ten years, the many friends of Dr. Ross 
know that in the decade ahead he will make an increasingly 
significant contribution to the cause of Christian educa- 
tion on this continent and throughout the world. 


Just one slide 


will do it 


ECAUSE THEY THINK they 
need a large number of slides in 
order to use slides at all, many 
churches are passing up opportunities 


for some of the most effective uses 
of 2” x 2” color slides. 

“I showed 100 slides at my church 
Sunday night,” a minister bragged to 
me recently. 

“Tt costs too much to use slides,” 
complained another minister as we 
talked about the use of visual aids. 
“Why, it takes 30 or 40 slides every 
Sunday night. That runs up into 
money!” 

There are many times when using 
large numbers of slides is necessary 
and effective. But there are many 
more times when just one slide will 
accomplish what dozens of slides 
cannot. 

Teachers and ministers know the 
importance of getting the attention of 
their group at the very beginning of 
a class session or a sermon. Projecting 
a single kodachrome as a “spring- 
board” into a Sunday school class 
session or a sermon is a sure way to 
gain the attention of any group. 

For instance, let us suppose the 
lesson is on “Being Christian Toward 
Those Who Are Different,” or some 
similar topic. To project a slide of 
Elsie Anna Wood’s picture, ““The Good 
Samaritan” during some opening re- 
marks about Jesus’ teaching in the 
parable or about neighborliness, makes 
an excellent start for teaching. 

A minister who is preaching on a 
subject such as “You Can’t Take it 
with You” or “An Inventory of Your 
Riches” will have the attention of 
every person in the congregation if at 
the very beginning of his sermon he 
has the lights turned off and projects 
a color slide of “The Rich Fool,’” 
“Jesus and the Rich Young Ruler,” 


* Visual Aids Consultant, Christian Board of Pub- 
lication, St. Louis, Missouri. 


1Ha 295. 5 Cm 985. ®Cm 797. 
2Ha 99. ® Ce 133. 19 Ce 258. 
3 Ccl 31. 7 Cc 713. 11Ha 280. 
4Ha 777. 8 Ce 313. 12 Ce 670. 


The above are the numbers for the SVE 2 x 2 
Kodachrome slides which may be ordered through 
denominational book stores. 
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or “The Widow’s Mite’”* while he gives 
the opening remarks, tying in the 
particular incident visualized by the 
slide. 

Sunday school classes that use the 
Uniform Lessons usually begin their 
class sessions with the reading of the 
scripture on which the lesson is-based. 
This can be made much more profit- 
able by projecting a single slide visual- 
izing the scripture while it is being 
read. Sometimes the results can be 
heightened by closing the class session 
with the reading (or even the re-read- 
ing) of the lesson scripture while an 
appropriate color slide is projected. 

Slides are available illustrating most 
of the major events of the Old and 
New Testaments. Sources of such 
slides are: the set of 82 kodachromes 
from Christ and the Fine Arts pro- 
duced by Dr. Paul Vieth, 409 Prospect 
St., New Haven, Connecticut; the 
SVE library of religious art master- 
pieces, the SVE Old and New Testa- 
ment Series of slides; and stereopticon 
slides from the Board of Christian 
Education of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed Church. 

Projecting an appropriate art slide 
as a worship background during an 
entire worship service can add much 
to the spirit of reverence and devo- 
tion. Especially good for worship 
backgrounds are color slides _ of 
Warner Sallman’s “Head of Christ,’ 
Hofmann’s “Christ in Gethsemane,’” 
Durer’s “Praying Hands,”” Rosen- 


‘kranz’s “The Omnipresent,”* Hardy’s 


“Christ of the Andes,”® and Plock- 
horst’s “Good Shepherd.””” 


A minister acquaintance in a large’ 


city church recently preached a ser- 
mon on “The Face of Christ,” having 
a picture of the head of Christ before 
the congregation during the entire 
sermon. 

Just one slide can increase the ef- 
fectiveness of other types of worship 
services. During baptismal services 
in one nearby church, appropriate 
kodachrome slides are projected on 
the wall above the baptistry. As the 
baptistry is recessed in the wall, the 
lights do not shine on the wall surface 


where the picture is being projected. 
Slides they have used for this purpose 
include Warner Sallman’s “Head of 
Christ” and Elsie Anna Wood’s “Bap- 
tism of Christ.’”” 

Many churches use color slides to 
enrich pre-Easter Communion Serv- 
ices held on the Thursday night before 
Easter. The slide of Leonardo da 
Vinci’s “Last Supper””’ is most often 
used for such services. If the construc- 
tion of the sanctuary permits, it is ef- 
fective to project a color slide of the 
Last Supper on the wall above the 
Communion table, serving the wor- 
shippers. by dimmed lights or by 
eandlelight. 

It is best to bind slides in glass 
binders when they are projected for 
long periods such as these/as the glass 
protects the kodachrome film from 
buckling or scorching. Also, hymns 
have to be chosen that the group can 
sing without hymnals and reading 
lights have to be provided for the 
pianist and for those who have reading 
or speaking parts in the service. 

Probably one of the most frequent 
uses made of color slides is to build 
a complete worship service around 
some religious masterpiece, making 
the interpretation of the picture—given 
while it is being projected—the high 
point of the service.” Such programs 
are always effective, and prepared 
program material for picture-centered 
worship services can be found in Cyn- 
thia Pearl Maus’ Christ and the Fine 
Arts, Alice Bay’s Worship Programs 
in the Fine Arts, Philip Henry Lotz’s 
The Altar Hour, and similar books. 
Most of the art masterpieces included 
in these books are available in 2” x 2” 
kodachrome slides. 

By enriching just one portion of 
the service with a single color slide, 
the entire service will take on new 
beauty and meaning for the worship- 
pers. Sometimes the reading of the 
scripture can be visualized with a slide 
as suggested above. In other services 
a worshipful picture might be pro- 
jected to provide a focal point for the 
group during prayer. At other times, 
an appropriate slide might be pro- 
jected during the singing of a hymn. 

Or, beautifully colored slides of 
religious art masterpieces can be pro- 


(Continued on page 27) 


13 A series of three such services for use with work- 
ers’ conferences was included in the materials sent 
to members of the Visual Education Fellowship of the 
International Council of Religious Education. For 
further information about the VEF, write to Dr. Mary 
Leigh Palmer, 203 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago 1, 
Illinois. 
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Follow Me 


A Children’s Day worship service 


I; IS NO SECRET that the traditional Chil- 
dren’s Day has fallen into universal disre- 
pute. It has often been the laughing stock 
of the worldly sophisticate and an actual 
embarrassment to the intelligent church 
member. Shoddy materials, lack of prepara- 
tion and a low standard of presentation, 
have combined to bring about this result. 
Perhaps, however, the largest contributing 
factor in the situation is a false conception 
of the day itself. 

The Children’s Day service, like any other 
service of the church, must provide an in- 
vitation to worship. “Can children actually 
lead a service in which adults may wor- 
ship?” you ask. “Can it have sufficient 
beauty and dignity to be used at a morning 
church service to which mature people come 
for inspiration and help? If that is true, 
can the service still have meaning for ‘the 
boys and girls themselves?” We believe that 
both these are possible, when children and 
youth have been carefully guided in their 
attitude toward the experience of worship 
and their participation in it. Then it may 
become an occasion when the child and 
adult may reach up together in the glorious 
experience of worship. 

I do not insist that the church should 
retain “Children’s Sunday” in its calendar, 
The fact remains, however, that it is be- 
ing observed and will continue to be ob- 
served in a great majority of the Protestant 
churches. I do contend, however, that if it 
is to be observed, either as Children’s Day, 
Youth Sunday, or Church School Day, we 
should include in it the best we know in the 
technique of Christian education, child psy- 
chology and corporate worship. 

Because I feel that the day, as we have 
observed it at Westminster; has taken on 
new meaning, I dare to share with other 
‘church leaders this particular service of 
worship, presented by the children’ and 
youth of our church family. Since it grew 
out of experiences of the group, I should 
like to tell you first how it came to be. 

A favorite picture, a hymn on the back of 
a Junior Quarterly, and a semester’s study 
of the Book of Mark! The following serv- 
ice, growing out of the special interests in 
three departments, made an ideal situation 
for the worship committee. How to tie it 
all together—that was our problem! 

At last the connecting link was found in 
the following lines: 

“T heard Him call, 

‘Come follow,’ that was all. ~ 
My gold grew dim, 

My heart went after Him. 

I rose and followed. 

That was all. 

Who would not follow 

If he heard Him call?’* 

What would happen, we thought, if young 
and old, black and white, should really rise 


* Director of Christian Education, Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church, Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
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and follow, when Christ calls? Yes, we had 
a theme. We would call the service “Follow 
Me,” for that was the title of the picture. 

And so the planning process continued. 
The four different parts of the program 
would be introduced by the theme poem. 
spoken from the rear of the church by four 
different children. This would tie all parts 
of the service together, making a complete 
unit and leaving a single theme in the minds 
of all. This meant, of course, that the poem 
would have to be carefully studied, so that 
each speaker might recognize his relation to 
the entire service. It must be spoken clearly 
and intelligently, so that the congregation 
might understand every word. 

A large copy of the picture “Follow Me” 
by Tom Curr formed the worship center. It 
was placed against a simple background of 
hemlock boughs, sufficiently high to be seen 
throughout the church. 

With this preparation of mind and spirit, 
come with me into the sanctuary, as we are 
to be led in the experience of worship by 
the boys and girls of the church. 

(See footnotes 7 and 8 for directions for 
ordering play and picture.) 


i Cag 


“Follow Me’’ 


Orcan Pretupe: “Springtime” by Kinder 
INTERPRETATION OF THEME, by Church 

School Superintendent: 

The service of worship which will be pre- 
sented by the children and youth of the 
church is the direct result of the church 
school program in three departments. 

The picture, “Follow Me,” which forms 
our worship center, was painted by Tom Curr 
and is a favorite with our primary boys and 
girls. The intermediates, having just com- 
pleted a semester’s study of “The Book of 
Mark,” are especially interested in the dram- 
atization, “The Boy Mark.” The final 
“Prayer for Peace,” sung to the tune Fin- 
landia, represents the culmination of the 
junior course of study for the year. Com- 
bining these three group interests, we pre- 
sent a service around the theme, “Follow 
Me.” Let us join with the youth of our 
church in this experience of worship. 
Catt To WorsHIpP, recited by the Minister: 

“Follow Me!” 

These are words that Jesus spoke; 

And those who heard Him, common folk 
And others too of high degree, 

Left all they had to walk with Him 
Through Judea, Galilee. 

And children, listening to His words, 
Soon came to know how much it meant 
To truly follow in His steps, 

When Jesus spoke those simple words: 
“Follow me!” 


(Continued on page 20) 


2 Used by permission of the author, Miss Elfrieda 
Sylvester. 
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Tom Curr’s ‘Follow Me’’ was used as the worship center. 


Thy son liveth! 


A play for Easter or Memorial Day 


Tas BRIEF DRAMATIZATION, which requires 
but fifteen minutes for presentation, was 
written for a Good Friday service. It is 
suitable for Mother’s Day, Memorial Day, 
Armistice Day or similar observance. It may 
be used in any worship service with re- 
lated’ theme. 

Since there are very few lines to be 
spoken, the most minute attention must be 
given to the pantomime, the timing of the 
music, the lighting cues, the pauses and 
dramatic silences. The changing facial ex- 
pression of the. Two Mothers is of utmost 
importance. Because of the brevity of the 
dramatization every detail should be of 
exquisite perfection. ; 

If a stage is not available a platform may 
be effectively arranged with tall screens pro- 
viding necessary, entrances. 


Setting 
The scene is laid 
nished room. 

At Back Center is an open door which, 
presumably, leads into a hall. 

Down Right is a plain table with a dimly 
lighted lamp upon it. A straight chair is 
at the left side of the table. 

Up Left is a smaller table upon which is 
a low bowl for flowers. 

At Left of open door, against the wall is 
another straight chair. 

No attempt should be made to soften the 
scene. It is stark and severe but with a 
feeling of dignity and, almost, beauty. By 
the skillful use of simple lighting upon the 
figures and faces of the Two Mothers, upon 
the doorway and the flowers the atmosphere 
is changed from grief and hopelessness to 
faith and triumph. 

At opening the stage is dimly lighted’ and 
empty. The sound of an organ is faintly 
heard, then voices humming. The music is 
“No Burdens Yonder” from the oratorio 
“The Holy City” by A. R. Gaul.* The voices 
fade but organ continues. 


in a scantily fur- 


Dramatization 


_ (A Moruer enters C. She is drably dressed 
in neutral color. She moves stolidly with 
repression. She pauses a moment then goes 
down R. and sits at table as if utterly weary. 
As organ swells A Votce speaks softly.) 

A Voice: The United States Government 
regrets to inform you that the death of your 
son is reported from a prison in enemy- 
held territory. 

(The organ grows fainter and ceases. The 
MoruHeER sits motionless without change of 
expression. In the shadows of the door C. 
ANOTHER MOTHER is seen standing. She is 
wearing a simple soft dress of rose color, 
with full skirt belted at the waist, and long 
sleeves. She carries her cloak and scarf of 
dark blue or deep wine color, over her arm. 
In her hands are lilies or white flowers. 


* Santa Barbara, California. 
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She seems smiling and serene. She enters 
a few steps.) 

AnotHer Motuer: Good-evening. May I 
come in? 

Tue Moruer: Yes. Do, please. (During 
the scene THE MortnHer does not look di- 
rectly at ANoTHER Moruer. She looks into 
space as if in a daze.) 

AnotHeR Motuer: I brought you some 
flowers. Shall I arrange them in the bowl? 
(Places cloak and scarf on chair Left.) 

Tue Moruer: Thank you. (There is a 
silence while ANotHER MortTHER begins 
slowly and carefully arranging the flowers. 
The lights come up slightly so the faces are 
distinct.) You must be my neighbor from 
across the hall. 

AnoTtHEeR Mortuer: I am Another Mother. 
I heard about your boy. . . . J am sorry. 

Tue Moruer: You are kind. (ANOTHER 
MoTHER goes on with the flowers.) Have 
you a son? 

ANoTHER MoTHER: Yes. 

Tue Moruer: (tensely) Did he die? 

AnotHer MoruHer: Yes, . .. he died. 

Tue Moruer:. Then you can understand, 
can’t you? 

ANOTHER MOTHER: 

Tue MortHer: 
as I did mine. 

AwnotHEerR Motuer: I loved him as, I 
think, all mothers love their children. 

Tue Mortuer: I guess you tried to raise 
him right and have him grow up to be a 
good man. 

AnotHER MoruHeEr: 
kind and just. 

Tue Moruer: (softening a little as she 
remembers) And you wanted him to have 
nice manners and be honest. . . . My boy 
was noisy. .. . Was your son noisy, too? 

AnotHer Motuer: He ran shouting and 
laughing all day. 

THE MotTHER: Sometimes, when he 
was sick, do you remember how you had ‘to 
sit up with him nights? 

AnoTHER Motuer: My boy was hearty 
from running the fields in that country 
where we lived. 

Tue Moruer: There wasn’t much place 
for mine to play but he was happy and grew 
strong and healthy. (She is smiling a bit 
now.) When I slipped in at night to look at 
him his long body made hard lumps under 
the covers on his bed... . He was a good 
boy. (The. other mother smiles as if she, 
too, remembered.) He was such a good boy. 
When he first went away I was worried. I 
shouldn’t have worried but I did. You see 
I didn’t know where he was. I couldn’t hear 
from him and I didn’t know where he was. 
(Her voice begins to rise. She pauses before 
continuing dully.) Did you ever feel heavy 
with worry over not knowing where your 
boy was? 

AnoTHER MorTHER: Sometimes my son 
had not where to lay his head. 

Tue MorHer: (calmly and slowly) Was 


I can understand. 
You must have loved him 


Oh, yes. Good and 


he ever a prisoner like my boy? 

AnotHer Motuer: He was captured by 
his enemies. 

THE Motuer: (almost a whisper) Where? — 
AnotHer Mortuer: It was said that they 
siezed him in a garden.’ That they bound 
him and took him away. ... Then there was 

scourging and thirst. 

Tue Moruer: And they killed him! 

AnotHer Motuer: He gave his life a 
ransom for many. He died that others might 
be free from death. ; 

Tue Mortuer: How can you endure it? 
How can I endure it? 

ANoTHER MoTHer: We learn patience 
and endurance through suffering. When 
your body aches you will go on working. 
When your heart falters you will go on pray- 
ing. When your strength weakens you will 
go on hoping. When your faith wavers you 
will go on believing. 

THe Mortuer: Believing? 

AnotHer Moruer: He that believeth 
though he were dead yet shall he live. And 
he that liveth and believeth shall never die. 
(She surveys the finished bouquet, changes 
a flower here and there and seems satisfied 
with the result. She goes to chair at Left of 
Center door, dons cloak and drapes scarf 
loosely over her head. When she turns 
toward THE MoTHER her appearance sug- 
gests that of the Mother of Jesus.) He who 
findeth his life shall lose it but he who 
loseth his life shall find it. (With outspread 
arms.) Thy son liveth! 

(As AnotHerR Moruer stands thus the 
Moruer rises and faces her for the first time. 
Lights down on the MotHER, up on ANOTHER 
Mortuer. She folds her hands and steps 
back into the doorway with uplifted face. 
The light brightens and glows with radiance. 
The organ and voices are heard softly, in- 
creasing with the light as ANoTHER MOTHER 
glides softly out. Gradually the light di- 
minishes in the doorway and ‘the music is a 
whisper. The MotHER moves to the shadowy 
doorway as if in a dream. She reaches arms 
off toward Right and stands transfixed. The 
lights continue down till doorway and stage 
are in practical darkness. A tenor voice 


- raises the exultant melody of “No Weeping 


Yonder” (From the “Holy City”) supported 
by organ and humming voices. The lights . 
on the flowers slowly come up with a clear, 
white light which reaches a climax with the 
words of the singers, “Loud as night's 
thunder ascends the glad psalm.” ) 

(The stage is in entire darkness except the 
light on the flowers.) 

Curtain or The Benediction. 


1“The Holy City’? by A. R. Gaul, G. Schirmer, 
New York. 


They Are Worth Keeping 


The Rey. Frank J. Worthington of Ot- 
tawa, Kansas, writes: “After five years’ ac- 
tive duty in the army I am back in a pas- 
torate, just five years behind in materials, 
etc. In preparation for above, I went through 
a twenty years’ file of the International Jour- 
nal, expecting to throw most of them away. 
You should see the number of entire maga- 
zines I have saved and the huge file of clip- 
pings. It was a most interesting experience 
to go through the Journals for twenty years 
—edifying, too!” 


International Journal of Religious Education 


Worship Programs 


May 


THEME: Joy 
For the Leader 


It is suggested that the services for May 
be based on the theme “Joy,” using the 
hymn, “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” as 
the musical theme for the month. Though 
this is a bit older in its wording than prim- 
ary children understand easily, the Leader 
might explain the few different words, and 
the children would then have the hymn as 
one of their “tools for worship.” 

Even primary children may be helped to 
feel that being a real Christian is an experi- 
ence of joy. Even they could feel that it does 
not bring the rightful expectation of an 
easy life, but of hard things faced with a 
spirit which is different. The early followers 
and friends of Jesus were filled with joy 
that he lived and that his spirit remained 
with them. They went back to their tasks 
with a new spirit. There is joy in spring and 
in new growth. There is joy in God’s plan 
for human life, and in good mother love. 
Children reflect joy, and are in turn joyous. 
A deep joy instilled in them as child C€hrist- 
followers will, I believe, persist as they be- 
come adults. May the leaders have the deep 
joy which is needed for this: reflection. 


May 5 


THEME: They Waited—Joy Came 


~Worsuip CENTER: Open Bible, flowers at the 
side 
PRELUDE: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 


LreapER: “There are so many things to give 
us joy this morning. You may be thinking 
of some of them, and in a few moments 
we will talk about them. Even our music 
is joyful. Did you notice? It made our 
feet want to walk quickly, and made us 
want to lift our heads higher; and it made 
me want to sing inside. 


CALL To WorsHIP: 


Boys: I was glad when they said unto me, 
“Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 

Girls: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, 
all ye lands. 

Unison Response: “I Will Praise Thee”? 


CONVERSATION: 


Ask the children what they have seen to- 
day which gave them joy in their hearts. The 
answers will probably have to do with the 
out-of-doors, the sunshine, the flowers. “Did 
you think of God’s wonderful world? Did you 
see anyone who smiled at you or said, ‘Hello’? 
Did you happen to think what it would have 
been like if you had met Jesus on the way 
to Sunday school, and what he might have 
talked with you about if he had walked 
along with you? Once upon a time he 
walked to the synagogue school just as you 
walked to Sunday school today. I Know he 
must have liked to be outdoors in the spring, 
and that it gave him joy, as it gave you 
today.” Someone may suggest that we have 
joy in coming to Sunday school and talking 


* Director of Religious Education, First Presbyterian 
Church, Niles, Michigan. 

1 The Hymnal, Presbyterian Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, 1942 (or other church hymnals). 

2 Primary Music and Worship, Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Education, 1930. 
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about God and Jesus and being friendly and 
learning things together. 


Tak: “Pentecost” 


I want to tell you this morning about the 
joy in the hearts of Jesus’ friends. You re- 
member they thought he had gone away from 
them for good. They loved him so much 
that the thought made them sad. But Jesus 
came among them again, and talked with 
them, and they found he was living, even 
though they would not be able to see him 
all the time. He would always be their 
friend, as he is our friend. 

Jesus told his special friends some things 
he wanted them to do. For one thing, he told 
them to wait in Jerusalem until God gave 
them special joy in their hearts, and showed 
them what to do next. His friends did just 
what he told them to do. They waited forty 
whole days. And then, one day, they felt 
God near them and talking with them, so 
that they could tell about him in whatever 
different language they knew—the language 
of their own country. They were so filled 
with joy that they all began to talk at once. 
They were so happy inside because Jesus 
was alive and their friend, and because they 
found God had not forgotten them, that they 
were able to go on and do the work Jesus 
had taught them to do. 

Jesus had said, “You are my friends if you 
do the things I tell you to do,” and one of the 
things he had told them to do was to go 
out and preach the good news about God’s 
love, and about Jesus being everybody’s 
friend, always. After this special day they 
knew they could go anywhere, just as long 
as they remembered Jesus was their friend. 
That day in Jerusalem had a name. It was 
called the “Day of Pentecost.” It was a very 
happy day. (Have them say it enough to 
be familiar with it.) It was, forty days after 
Easter, and it was the day on which God 
gave them his loving spirit to be with them 
always. They were filled with great joy. 

There is a song about being joyful, and 
adoring God, or loving him. It is part of the 
music we had at the beginning of our service 
this morning. It goes like this. (Sing through 
once.) Would you like to sing it too? As 
we sing it, let’s pretend that we are the 
people who had waited so long in Jerusalem, 


and who finally heard what God had to say © 


to them, as Jesus said they would. (Sing, 

“Joyful, Joyful,” etc.) 

Orrertnc: When we give God our gifts we 
show him our joy and our thankfulness. 
Let us sing our “joyful” song again as we 
give our gifts. 

Quiet Prayer: Thank you, God, for all the 
good things which give us joy. Help us to 
give joy to others, as Jesus did. For his 
sake, Amen. 


PostLupE: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 


May 12 (Mothers’ Day) 
THEME: Joy in and for Our Mothers 
PRELUDE: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee”* 


Worsuip Center: A Madonna picture (pref- 
erably a modern Madonna) 


Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful,” etc. 


Unison: “I was glad when they said unto 
me,” etc. (Psalm 122:1) “Make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord,” etc. (Psalm 100:1) 


CONVERSATION: 

Talk with the children about the mother 
and baby in the picture. Talk with them 
about a good mother’s love, and how she 
always hopes that her baby will grow to be 
strong and honest and kind. A series of 
Madonna pictures might be shown to the 
children, pictures representing mothers and 
children of different nations. If the picture 
of Mary and Joseph is used, the leader might 
direct the children’s thinking to the kind 
of mother Mary must have been to have a 
boy like Jesus; how joyful she must have 
been when she saw all the people he was 
able to help; how she must have loved him. 

For the sake of children who have lost 
their mothers, or whose mothers have not 
been kind to them, it might be suggested that 
God gives us other people that love us very 
much, too, and who sometimes take the 
place of mothers. It may be a grandmother, 
or aunt, or a father who loves us as much as 
a mother and father both, or it may be just 
a good friend. It could be suggested that it 
is part of God’s plan to have a good and 
loving father and mother, who can have a 
family. Good love in a family shows us what 
God’s love is like. 


SANDRA CELEBRATES MoTHER’s Day 

It was Friday, and school was just out. 
Sandra and Gloria came out of the school- 
house together. It was such a warm day that 
it made Sandra take off her blue sweater 
so she could feel the good sun on her arms. 
It made Gloria skip and hop and dance. One 
minute she pretended she was a bird in a 
tree and the next minute she hopped and 
skipped like a jumping toad, or a bunny 
rabbit. 

Suddenly Sandra stopped walking. She 
waited for Gloria, then she said, “Gloria, do 
you know what day Sunday is?” 

Gloria’s black eyes danced and laughed as 
she said, “Why, Sunday, of course, silly.” 

“But do you know what Sunday?” Sandra 
said. 

And Gloria 
Mother’s Day.” 

And then Sandra said, “What are you go- 
ing to give your mother, Gloria?” 

And Gloria said, “Well, I don’t know. I 
don’t have a gift yet, and I can’t decide.” 

Gloria looked very serious for a minute, 
then she said, “Sandy, do you know what 
I think I'll do? I think I’ll just do some of 
the things Mother keeps asking me to, with- 
out being asked anymore. Every morning I 
forget to sweep the walk, and she has to 
ask me, or do it when she is tired. I’d a lot 
rather play than dry the dishes, too. I go 
into the house with mud on my shoes, and 
then she has to clean the floor. There are 
other things, too, I guess. Don’t you think 
maybe she would like that kind of present, 
and know I love her if I tell her that way?” 

While they talked they sat right down 
under a tree and made their plans. Sandra 
said she didn’t like to practice, and Mother 
had to almost make her; and she did not 
like to go to bed, and that made her mother 
tired and unhappy; and sometimes she was 
very cross, and said things she did not mean 
at all. 

Then Sandra said, “Gloria, I know some- 
thing else we could do, too. Do you have any 
money at all?” 


said, “’Course again, it’s 
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interest - arousing 


Gloria said she had thirteen pennies. 
Sandra had twenty-four. “What could we do, 
Sandra?” 

And Sandra said, “We could get some 
ribbon and a pretty card for each of us, and 
then we could pick some flowers, maybe some 
violets or a daffodil, or something, and we 
could write on the cards, and make a list of 
the things we are going to do, or not do, 
things that will make our mothers happy. 
Then we can put the card by her plate at 
breakfast, or at dinner on Mother’s Day, or 
hang it on the door-knob the night before, 
and ring the bell, and then hide while she 
reads it.” 

It was the nicest thought they had had. 
They did it, too. The ribbon on Sandra’s 
card was blue, and she had violets. Gloria 
found some little flowers called spring 
beauties, and she tied them to her card with 
pink ribbon. Both little girls put XXXX at 
the bottom of the card, for kisses, to show 
their mothers they loved them so much they 
would not forget what was on the lists. 

Gloria hung her card on the door-knob 
and waited around the corner of the porch. 
When her mother found it she read the card, 
and then she said, “Some little girl around 
here is the nicest child I know, and I love 
her dearly. She’s the best little helper I have. 
Now I’m going to catch her and hug her.” 
And she did. 

Sandra put her flowers and card by her 
mother’s plate for breakfast, and then she 
went into the other room and sat in a big 
chair which almost hid her. She heard her 
mother say, “Bless her heart. That’s just 
like her to think of something like this.” 
Then she came in with her eyes shining, 
and they both sat in the big chair. 

Then they ate breakfast with Daddy sit- 
ting at the head of the table, and they made 
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the nicest “Friendship Circle” with their 
hands, while they sang softly, “Thank you 
for the world so sweet.” And when they had 
finished Sandra and her Daddy both said 
together, without knowing beforehand they 
were going to do it, “And thank you God for 
Mothers, too.” It was the happiest Mother’s 
Day Sandra and Gloria ever celebrated, and 
both their mothers had glad and joyful hearts. 
LeapER: While we are thanking God in our 
hearts for mothers and fathers and others 
who love us, let us sing, “Father, We 
Thank Thee.” 


OFFERING: Play “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore 
Thee,” softly. Prayer of thanks. 


LeapER: Perhaps if you have not already 
thought to give your mother the kind of 
gift that Sandra and Gloria did, you might 
still do it. 


PostLupE: “Praise Him, Praise Him’” 


May 19 


THEME: A Friend Who Was Filled sith Joy 


Worsuip Center: Picture of Jesus and the 
disciples, with ‘their fishing nets. 


PreLupeE: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
(Sing the hymn after it is played through.) 


TaLk: “Jesus’ Friend, Peter” 


Jesus had many friends. One time when 
he was talking to some of them he told them 
what they would do if they were friends of 
his. He said, “You are my friends if you 
do what I command you.” This is written in 
our Bibles, in the book of John. (Have 
someone find it and read it, in John 15:14, 
(Moffat translation). 5 

One of Jesus’ best friends, one that gave 


him the most joy, was Peter. Peter was a 
fisherman. He was strong. He liked to work 
out on the lake in the boats. Peter talked 
a lot. He often said things before he thought 
about them, and then his joy was gone, and 
he was sorry. 

Jesus loved Peter very much. He chose 
him to be one of his best friends. At the 
time when Jesus was having such a hard 
time in Jerusalem, when so many of his 
friends turned against him, Peter turned 
against him too. He said he didn’t even know 
Jesus. Jesus heard him, and it made Peter 
feel so bad that he went off by himself, and 
was very sad. 

After Easter, when Jesus came back to 
see his friends he came especially to see 
Peter at the lake where he was fishing. He 
talked to him, and told him where and how 
to catch more fish. Then he ate breakfast 
with Peter and the others there by the lake. 
After breakfast he talked to Peter. He asked 
Peter if he loved him, and told him to feed 
his sheep, which meant to help other people, 
and do the things Jesus had been trying to 
do. Three times Jesus asked him, and three 
times Jesus told him the same thing. And 
later Jesus said, “Follow me.” 

Don’t you think Peter must have been 
filled with joy that Jesus came to talk to 
him especially, and ask him to carry on his 
work? What was that verse we read in the 
book of John? “You are my friends if you 
do what I command you.” (or “tell” you) 

I would rather have Jesus for my friend 
than anyone else. Peter thought that too. 
Jesus gave Peter great joy by asking him to 
go on helping him. Jesus had great joy, too, 
because Peter did go on doing work for 
Jesus, all the rest of his life. 

CONVERSATION: 

The children’s own joy in helping might 
be brought out. It might be stressed that we 
are Jesus’ friends when we do the things 
he would speak and tell us to do. One of the 
very nicest things about people that really 
follow Jesus is that they are filled with joy. 
Even children can remember to look happy 
and so show their joy. 


Sone: “If Ye Love Me”? 

OrFrerRING: In giving our gifts we are sharing 
and that is one of the things Jesus asks 
us to do. 


Quiet Prayer: Silently the children might 
ask God the question in their hearts, 
“What do you want me to do to help you 
most?” “God, our Father, you hear us 
every time we pray. You know what we 
think. You know what we have asked you. 
Thank you for showing us what you want 
us to do. Thank you for receiving our gifts 
this morning, and for all the good things 
you give to us. Amen.” 


PostLupE: “Joyful, Joyful,” etc.* 


May 26 
THEME: Another Friend Who Found Joy 


Worsuip Center: A picture of Paul, preach- 
ing, or on the road to Damascus I 


PRELUDE: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 


Quiet Time: Suggest that the children think 
of something that makes them glad. Thank 
God for it. If you wish to, have them 
thank him aloud. “Thank you, God, for 
the joy we have because you are our 
friend, and because Jesus is our friend. 
even when things are sad or hard. Amen.” 


Hymn: “Fairest Lord Jesus”* 

Orrertnc: “This morning we will give our 
gifts before we have the story. We will 
come up to the altar, and put our money 
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in the offering plate. As we do this would 
you like to sing, ‘Praise Him, Praise Him’? 
When we have all returned to our seats we 
will remain standing and pray together 
the prayer that Jesus taught his friends, 
‘Our Father—.’” 


TALK: “Joy in Hardship” 


Do you think you can have joy in your 
heart even if things are hard, or if you are 
sick, or if you don’t have just what you 
want? (Let the children talk about it a bit.) 

I am going to tell you this morning about 
a man that thought he ¢éould, and he did it, 
too. You may guess his name when I have 
finished. He was a man who knew many 
things. He studied to be a lawyer. He could 
speak very well, and people always listened 
to him. After Jesus had gone away from 
his friends so they could not see him, even 
though they knew he thought about them 
and loved them, they began to get together 
to work in groups. They called these groups 
churches. They were called Christians be- 
cause they were followers of Christ and did 
the things he wanted them to do. 

This man we are talking about did not 
like them, and he was not a friend of Christ. 
He did all kinds of hateful things to the 
Christians. But one day, when he was going 
along the road to find some more Christians 
and hurt them, a bright light blinded his 
eyes, and a voice spoke to him. He knew 
it was Jesus. Jesus told him what to do, and 
he did it. From then on this man was Jesus’ 


friend. All the rest of his life he worked 
with all his might to do the kinds of things 
Jesus did. His heart was so filled with the 
joy of being a Christian that even when 
wicked people threw stones at him he loved 
Jesus and was joyful. When he was in 
prison he wrote joyful, helpful letters to all 
his friends in the new churches. When he 
was sick he still thanked God for letting 
him work for him. No matter what happened 
to him, he was always filled with joy. He was 
glad when he had hard things to do because 
that made him feel more like a real helper 
of Jesus. 

(The children might be asked if they 
know someone who has joy in spite of being 
sick, or poor, or having hard work to do. 
Suggest that God expects us to be able to do 
hard things better than other people, even 
when we are children, if we are really friends 
of his and of Jesus. Ask the name of the man 
in the story, Paul. 

(If there is some special instance known 
to the children, or the teacher, of someone 
serving through difficulty, but in joy, that 
would be very helpful. Perhaps even at their 
age they can go away with the feeling that 
friends of Jesus need not expect things to 
be easy, and that joy is not just “easiness”, 
even for children.) 

Prayer: “Thank you, God, for Paul. Thank 
you for other friends who do hard things. 
Thank you for letting us do hard things, 
with joy. For Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 


Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful’* 


Junior 
Department 


By Doris Clore Demaree* 


THEME FoR May: We Remember Jesus 


For the Leader 


Last month our theme was “Fairest Lord 
Jesus.” In our worship suggestions we tried 
to help the juniors to think of Jesus as 
teacher, healer, king, the risen Lord, and 
their own Lord and Saviour.Perhaps some 
of the older juniors affliated with the church 
during the Easter season. During their pe- 
riod of preparation for church membership 
there was a great deal of emphasis upon 
what it means to be a member of the church. 
We do not want the juniors to feel any post- 
Easter let-down of emphasis upon their re- 
sponsibilities of being a follower of Jesus. 
Those who have not taken this step need 
additional guidance in development of Chris- 
tian attitudes. To meet these needs of the 
juniors we have planned the suggestions of 
worship around the thought of remembering 
four outstanding characteristics of Jesus: 


kindness, love, courage and joy; and of try- — 


ing to make them our own characteristics, 
too. ; 

The Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament is now off the press. It is hoped 
that you have a copy available for use this 
month and in future worship programs. If 
you do not have a copy of your own, or the 
church school does not purchase one for the 
junior department, your minister probably 
will have a copy he will-lend you. Read the 


*State Chairman Children’s Work. (Disciples) Writer. 
Rural Church worker. Franklin, Indiana. 
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passages carefully and reverently. Practice 
reading them aloud until you are sure that 
you can read them in such an appreciative, 
reverent manner that the juniors will catch 
their full beauty and message, too. 

Make sure that the juniors who are to 
read poems or Bible verses know all the 
words and have practiced reading aloud un- 
til they can read well. By reading well they 
will help the others to a richer worship ex- 
perience. Poor reading will destroy the wor- 
shipful atmosphere. 

No suggestions for the offering service are 
included in the program suggestions. Choose 
a committee of juniors to plan this service. 
There may be a committee for the entire 
month or one for each Sunday. The first 
suggestion usually seems to work better. They 
will choosé a verse, poem or hymn for use 
before the offering and a prayer or prayer- 
hymn for its dedication. They may even 
write their own prayer. If desired, this same 
committee may also choose those who are 
to be responsible for gathering the offering 
or for bringing forward the offering already 
gathered. 

A second committee may be responsible 
for arranging the worship center. In a 
small room this may be only a simple ar- 
rangement of a bowl of flowers on a low 
table, with a loved picture of the man Jesus 
on the table or above it. In a larger room 
the arrangement may be more elaborate with 
a richly colored drape hanging on the wall 
behind a large picture with candles, Bible, 
etc. on the table below. What is appropri- 
ate in one setting may seem out of place 
in another. 

If suitable pictures are available, the serv- 
ices may be enriched with the addition of 
moments of picture appreciation and inter- 
pretation. On the first Sunday you can 
choose from the good available pictures of 


Jesus healing or teaching from a boat. In- 
troduce the picture after reading the Bible 
passage. Be sure to emphasize the thought 
of Jesus’ kindness as portrayed in the picture. 

On the second Sunday you can use a good 
picture of Jesus being cast out of Nazareth. 
Tell the story “Jesus Was Brave” in two 
parts: (1) Temptations and Casting from 
Nazareth; (2) Crucifixion, Introduce the 
picture at the end of part one. After the 
picture study finish the story. 

On the third Sunday a good picture of 
“The Prodigal Son” will be suitable for 
use immediately preceding the hymn “How 
Strong and Sweet My Father’s Care.” On 
the last Sunday~a picture of “The Sermon 
On the Mount” will be suitable. Use it fol- 
lowing the reading of the Beatitudes. 

Some of these pictures may be found in 
the picture sets. Others may be borrowed 
from other rooms in the church. If new pic- 
tures are to be purchased one of the best 
sources is the set of Elsie Anna Wood pic- 
tures. They are inexpensive, have excellent 
coloring, authentic costumes and geograph- 
ical setting. They are a good size for use 
by the majority of groups. Order them from 
your publisher. The possibility of using 
projected slides instead of flat pictures might 
be considered. 

Hymns have been chosen from Hymns 
for Junior Worship but most of them are 
found in many cther hymnals, too. 


May 5 


THEME: We Remember Jesus’ Kindness 

PREPARATION FOR WorsHIP: Soft music of 
“Tord, I Want to be a Christian.” 

Catt To Worsuip: (Read stanzas one and 
two as music begins—the other after mu- 
sic is finished.) 

Sortty Comes THE Sound oF Music 


Softly comes the sound of music 
Calling us to pray; 
Calling us to sing, to worship 
In our church today; 
Calling us to quiet moments 
As with hearts of love 
In the silence we shall listen 
To our God above. 
Now the’ music ends its message: 
We have heard its call. 
Hearts and voices join in worship 
Of the God of all. 
D.C.D. 
Hymn oF Praise: “All People That On 
Earth Do, Dwell” 
THE Lorp’s PRAYER 
Orrerinc Service: As planned by a com- 
mittee of juniors (See “To the Leader” 
above) 
Hymn: 
Porm: 


“Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 


I REMEMBER JESUS 


“T remember Jesus,” said the Jewish boy. 
“Crowds about him, stories told, 

Sick ones healed, and good deeds done. 
I remember Jesus, remember Jesus’ joy, 
Kindness, love, and courage bold, 

For I knew this Holy One, 

Followed him wheree’er he went, 
Followed him in wonderment, 

Held his hand and heard him say, 

“Ye are my witnesses today.’ 


“Yes, I remember Jesus, 
I love and honor Jesus, 
I try to follow Jesus 
In all I do and say.” 
D.C.D. 
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LEADER: 

Last month we thought of many stories of 
Jesus and felt more and more that we would 
follow him always. This month we shall 
think of the kind of person Jesus was, for 
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we would try to be that kind of person, too. 

There were many Jewish boys who were like 

the Jewish boy in our poem. They walked 

and talked with Jesus and grew to love him. 

In our minds and hearts we have grown to 

love him as we have read stories about him. 

It has been almost as if we, too, had walked 

and talked with Jesus. We have come to 

know of his great kindness. Whether the 
person was young or old, rich or poor, good 
or bad, Jesus was kind to them all. 

From THE Bisie: Luke 4:31-43; 5:1-3 (Read, 
if possible, from the new Revised Stand- 
ard Version of the New Testament.) 

CONVERSATION: Talk about other times that 
Jesus was kind. Ask the juniors for ways 
in which they can be kind. 

Hymn:. “Thy Works of Love” 

PRAYER: 

Our Father, God, 

We remember Jesus’ kindness. 

Help us to be kind, too, 

For we would grow to be like him. Amen 


May 12 
THEME: We Remember Jesus’ Courage 
PREPARATION FoR WorsuHip: As before 
Catt to Worsuip:. As before 
Hymn oF Praise: “O Worship the King” 
PRAYER: 
O Lord God, 
We would ever praise thee. 
Keep our hearts pure, 
Our thoughts clean, 
And may our love for thee 
Grow day by day. Amen. 
OFFERING Service: As planned by commit- 
tee (See “To the Leader” above) 
From THE Bisite: Acts 1:12-14; 2:1, 38-42 
(Jesus’ friends remember him.) 
Hymn: “At Work Beside His 
Bench” 
Srory: 


Father’s 


Jesus Was BRAVE 

After Jesus was baptized he went off by 
himself to talk with God in the quietness of 
the wilderness for forty days. At the end 
of the time he was very hungry. 

“Turn these stones to bread,’ whispered 
a voice. 

But Jesus knew he must not use God’s 
newly given power to satisfy his own hunger 
so he didn’t do as the voice suggested. 

Then the voice took him to a high place 
where he could see all the kingdoms of the 
world. “Worship me and these kingdoms 
shall be yours,” said the voice. 

But Jesus knew that we should worship 
no one but God so again he refused. 

Then the voice took him to the very high- 
est tip of the Temple in Jerusalem. “Throw 
yourself down and let the angles keep you 
from falling, if you are the Son of God,” 
begged the voice. 

Jesus knew this, too, was not God’s way 
to win the world, so he refused. Jesus was 
brave for God’s way. 

After that Jesus went about the land 
teaching and preaching. Everywhere peo- 
ple were talking about him. He was a fa- 
mous man. At last he came to Nazareth. 
He went to the Synagogue and the Keeper 
of Scrolls handed him a scroll from which 
to read. Jesus read: 

“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he has annointed me to preach 
good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives 

and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 


to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord.”* 


1From the Reyised Standard Version. 


When he had finished reading Jesus 
handed the scroll to the Keeper of Scrolls 
so that he might put it away, then Jesus sat 
down. When he was seated he began to 
talk. “Today this scripture I read has come 
true,” he said, 

The people looked at one another. “Isn’t 
this Jesus?” they asked. “Isn’t this the son 
of the carpenter, Joseph?” “Isn’t this the 
man who grew up right here in Nazareth?” 
“Surely he doesn’t think he is the great one 
who is to come to our people? Surely he 
doesn’t think he is the Messiah for whom 
we wait?” 

They became very angry at Jesus for 
speaking as he did. They became so angry 
they took him from the city. Up to the top 
of Nazareth Hill they led him. Up to the 
great cliff above the city they took him to 
throw him down the cliff in their anger. 
Jesus didn’t say a word. He went with them 
from~the-city. He didn’t try to save him- 
self or to get anyone else to save him. He 
went with them to the top of the hill above 
the cliff. 

By the time they came to the cliff they be- 


gan to wonder about his silence. That was 
a strange way for a man to act. They won- 
dered if they were doing right. Perhaps Je- 


sus had spoken the truth after all. They were 
ready to throw him from the cliff but no one 
threw him. For a while Jesus stood silently 
in their midst. Straight before him he stared. 
Then in the silence he turned. Without a word 
he turned and began to walk away. The angry 
men who had brought him there stepped 
aside as, looking neither to the right nor 
to the left, Jesus walked from among them. 
Down Nazareth Hill he walked and away. 
In other cities, on hillside and from the 
fishing boat, Jesus talked to people. Crowds 
followed wherever he went. Many in the 
crowds were his friends. Some were his en- 
emies. Jesus went about his work as though 
everyone loved him and wished him well. 
Then one day the soldiers came for Jesus. 
Jesus forbade his friends to fight for him. 
“That is not God’s way,” he said. Bravely 
he went with them. Bravely he faced his 
accusers. Bravely he met his death. 
“Forgive them,” he said, “they don’t know 

what they are doing.” 
PRAYER: 

Thank you, God for Jesus, 

The bravest man that ever lived. 

Thank you, God, for Jesus 

Who was brave for the right 

No matter the danger. 

Help us, our Father, 

To learn to be brave, too. 

Help us to be brave enough 

To tell the truth always, 

To play fair every time, 

To be kind and friendly, 

To not “hit back.” 

Forgive us when we make mistakes, 

And help us not to make them again. 

Amen. D.C.D. 


May 19 
THEME: We Remember Jesus’ Love. 
PREPARATION FOR WorsHIP: As first Sunday 
Catt To Worsuip: As first Sunday 
Hymn: “All That’s Good and Great and 
True” 
THE Lorp’s PRAYER 
OFFERING SERVICE: As planned by committee 
From THE Brste: I Corinthians 13 (From 
new Revised Standard Version if possible. ) 
LEADER: 

Jesus taught us much about love. Paul 
had learned much about love, real love. 
That is why he could write such beautiful 
words about it. Some of the verses we read 
describe love in just a few words. I think 
they describe Jesus, too. Let us read them 


International Journal of Religious Education 


and see if you do not agree. (Read I Cor- 

inthians 13:4-8a, substituting the word “Je- 

sus” wherever the world “love” is used.) 

One time Jesus said that God is love. Then 

he said that if we knew him we would know 

God for he was like God. No wonder we 

' think of him as love, and as teaching us 
much about what love means. He was like 

God and God is love. One of our hymn 

writers speaks of Jesus as “Master’ of the 

Loving Heart.” It is a good name for him. 

Hymn: “O Master of the Loving Heart” 
(Entire hymn) : 

Leaver: Jesus taught us more of God’s love 
than people had understood before. He 
said when we do wrong God is sorry but 
he still loves us and is made happy when 
we do right. He told a story about that. 

From THE Brste: Luke 15:11-24 (If pos- 
sible read from the new Revised Standard 
Version.) 

Hymn: “How Strong and Sweet My Fa- 
ther’s Care” (first stanza only) 

LeapER: Jesus talked about love. He showed 
his love. He said we should love. 

From tHE Biste: John 15:9-13 

Leaver: Jesus loved his friends so much 
that he died for them that they might have 
eternal life. We remember Jesus’ love 
for us. We can live a life of love for 
others in his honor. 

Prayer Hymn: “O Master of the Loving 
Heart” (Sing first and last stanzas only) 
May 26 

THEME: We Remember Jesus’ Joy 


PREPARATION FOR WorsuHiP: As first Sunday 
Catt to Worsuip: As first Sunday 


Hymn oF Praise: “Joyful, Joyful, We 
Adore Thee” 

PRAYER: 
O God of love and joy, 7 


We sing our praise to thee. 

May we always have singing hearts, 

And singing voices, we pray, 

In the name of Jesus, 

The happiest person that ever lived. Amen. 
OFFERING SERVICE: As planned by committee. 
Hymn: “May Jesus Christ Be Praised” 
Poem: “I Remember Jesus” (See first 

Sunday) 

LEADER: 


We have thought about the kindness that 
was Jesus’; we have thought of thecotrage 
that was his; we have thought of his great 
love; today we shall think of the joy that 
was Jesus. I think he must have been the 
happiest person that ever lived: he talked so 
much about happiness and joy. 

From THE Brste: Matthew 5:1-12 (Be sure 
the juniors understand that the word 
“blessed” means happy.) 

CREATING JUNIOR BEATITUDES: 

Jesus talked of many kinds of people who 
are happy. Ask the juniors if they can 
think of other kinds of people who are 
happy. Why are they happy? Write the 
suggestions on a conyenient blackboard as 
follows: 

URED D\ERY: HINO an i ae = 
UP? LOS as ARS Rens BOO E eae 

(The juniors may make suggestions simi- 
lar to the following: 

Happy are they who tell the truth 
For they will always be believed. 
Happy are they who help others 
For they will be loved. 

Happy are the friendly 

For they will have friends. 

Happy are they who make things 
For they will have gifts for others. 
Happy are they who come to church 
For they will learn about Jesus. 
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Do not be alarmed if their suggestions are 
entirely different. ‘he suggestions tnat have 
value for them will be theirs.) 

Leaver: Jesus often said that he came to 
the world that we might have his joy. 
Some juniors will read his words. 

From THE Biste: (By three juniors) 

John 15:11 

John 16:20, 22 

John 17:13 
PRAYER: 


O God of joy, 

Make us ever joyful followers of Jesus. 
Grant us singing hearts, 

Always delighting in thy love; 

Grant us loving hearts, 

That we may love others; 

Make us brave for the right always 
That we may grow as Jesus grew 

In favor of thee and people everywhere. 


Amen. 


D.C.D. 


Intermediate 


Department 
By Charlotte C. Jones* 


THEME For May: Memories and Hopes 
For the Leader 


A good deal of reference material is needed 
for the program for May 19. The participants 
in this program should be selected early and 
the materials needed ordered at once. 

Have your decoration committee plan for a 
very attractive worship center for the first and 
third Sundays. See how many flags of differ- 
ent nations they can collect. Flowers and a 
Bible might be used for Mother’s Day, while 
an American and Christian flag may be 
draped together for the background behind 
the cross on Memorial Sunday. For the 
second and fourth Sundays place a three- 
branched candlestick on either side of the 
center, for the candle-lighting ceremonies. 

As a prelude before each service play the 
opening hymn, in order that the melody may 
be familiar before singing it. 


E May 5 

THEME: Children of One Father (For Good- 
will Day) 

Catt To Worsuip: Psalm 99:la, 3, 9 

Hymn: “God the Omnipotent” (Russian 
Hymn) 

Prayer: O God, our Father, we come before 
thee with humble yet grateful hearts to 
worship thee. Teach us thy ways, that we 
may walk in them; inspire us with thy 
truth that we may follow it all the days of 
our lives; and fill us with thine everlasting 
mercy that we may ever show forth thy 
loving kindness to all the peoples of the 
earth. Amen. 

LEADER: 

Paul said that with true Christians all men 
were considered equal; none were of higher 


- or lower class, nobody’s nationality made him 


better or worse than another, but all were 
the same in the sight of Christ and of each 
other, if they were true. followers of his. It 
is Very important to remember this, if we are 
to build a world of goodwill and so have 
peace among the nations, 

Now that the cruelties of war are over, and 
no longer occupy the headlines, we are be- 
ginning to hear stories of the loyalty of many 
Japanese for their American friends. Here is 
one which illustrates the courage of a Jap- 
anese official in risking his position and life 
even, in order to show kindness to one of our 
American missionaries interned during the 
war. 

Story: 


* Worker with intermediates, wife of pastor of Central 
Church, Worcester, Massachusetts. Contributing Editor, 
Children’s Religion, Pilgrim Press. 


GoopwILL IN WarTIME* 


Mr. Moto, as we will call him, was the 
manager of a hemp plantation, and a member 
of the Japanese Christian church at Davao 
in the Philippine Islands. He worked with the 
Filipinos and was friendly to the American 
missionary there. When war came, Mr. Moto 
suffered great indignities at the hands of the 
Filipinos. He was also robbed of fifteen thou- 
sand pesos ($7,500) and thrown behind a 
barbed wire entanglement with a large num- 
ber of Filipino prisoners who made up a 
penal colony. When the Japanese reached 
Davao they naturally released Mr. Moto, and 
he became the leading civilian member of the 
commission which governed the province for 
the Japanese army. 

Now was his chance to get even with the 
Filipinos and the Americans. But do you 
think he took advantage of it? Remember he 
was a member of the Japanese Christian 
Church and, war or no war, he behaved like 
a Christian. When he discovered that his 
American friend, the missionary, had been 
interned along with the other American citi- 
zens of the city, he took it upon himself to 
keep the missionary’s family informed of the 
latest developments and tried his best to 
cheer them up. Visiting in Davao, Mr. Moto 
took snapshots of the mother of the family 
with her three children. These he managed to 
get to the missionary, along with letters which ~ 
came directly and so did not pass through 
the hands of the Japanese censor. When the 
family was in need of money, he arranged for 
it to be sent by means of the underground, 
risking his own safety for the sake of helping 
his American ‘friends. So he proved his loy- 
alty to something higher than nationality, 
higher than friendship even; he was true to 
the spirit of Christianity, as he so well under- 
stood it. ; 

Nor was his the only case of this kind. 
Many similar ones havé come to light, as 
inspiring examples of goodwill at work, even 
in wartime. 

We used to hold Goodwill Day on May 
llth. As we come up to it this year, let us 
be thinking hard about it,—about the teach- 
ings of Jesus which would help goodwill to 
spread over the world, and how we, as inter- 
mediate boys and girls in this church school, 
can help to cultivate it here, and do some- 
thing to widen its influence outside of our 
own community. 

(Explain some project with which your 
group might help for community or interna- 
tional goodwill. Plan to be on the lookout 
together for examples of goodwill since the 
war, which will help to create a better feeling 
among different kinds of people. Such ex- 
amples may be used in a round-table broad- 
cast or panel discussion on the third Sunday 
of this month.) 

Prayer: “Friendship” (See p. 311)” 
Prayer Hymn: “Lift Up Our Hearts, O King 
of Kings” 


1 As told by the missionary. 
° This and following page numbers refer to The New 
Hymnal for American Youth. 
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OFFERING: (Plan for a special goodwill gift 
to some other group, at home or abroad.) 
BenepicTion: And now may the love of God, 
the good Father of all mankind, inspire our 
hearts indeed with “visions of a larger good 
and holier dream of brotherhood.” Amen. 
Hymn: “My Country is the World” 


May 12 
THEME: A Goodly Heritage (Mother’s Day) 
Cay TO PrRatIsE: Psalm 93 
CALL TO PRAYER: 
I will give thanks unto thee: 
I will pay my vows unto the Lord. 
Prayer: “O Father, Thou Who Givest All” 
(Read the words of this hymn together, as 
the music is played softly.) 
Hymn: “Faith of Our Fathers” 
TALK: 


For Worship Services 
and Assemblies 


Young People’s Meetings — Women’s 
Guilds — Men’s Classes 


Two Famous Bible Stories 
Available on Phonograph 
Reeords 


WHITHER THOU 
GOEST 


In this dramatization of the eternally 
beautiful and inspiring love idyl, Ruth 
and Naomi and Boaz become real per- 
sonalities. Timeless in its appeal as the 
world’s outstanding story of love and 
loyalty. 


| GIVE US A KING 


As this dramatization unfolds, the 
listener senses the similarity of the rea- 
sons behind the ills of the times of 
Samuel and Saul and those facing the 
world today, which need people and 
leaders of high moral and religious 
courage. 


These two dramatizations are re- 
corded on three double-faced rec- 
ords which can be played on any 
manually operated or electric pho- 
nograph machine. Sold only by 
the set. $7.50 for the set. 


The familiar text of the King James 
Version is used in these dramatizations. 
Distinguished groups of radio artists 
and radio techniques in the use of. music 
and sound effects combine to give reality 
to the characters and settings. 


THE PILGRIM 
PRESS 


14 Beacon Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
19 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 3, Ill. 
124 West 4th St., Dayton 2, Ohio 


a 


FattH OF ouUR MOTHERS 


We have been singing about the faith of 
our fathers, but we might just as well have 
said, “Faith of our Mothers,” for the same 
words apply to both as we think of our spir- 
itual heritage in the past. In the famous faith 
passage, in the eleventh chapter of Hebrews, 
Paul tells us about the faith of the early 
fathers, like Abraham, Moses, and David. But 
what of the women whose faith also comes 
down as an example to us from the ancient 
stories of those days? What of Sarah, Re- 
becca, Miriam, Hannah, and Ruth? 

In many ways the stories of these women 
would sound very familiar to us because they 
did the homely little jobs which our mothers 
do today. Do you remember how Sarah ran 
to put the kettle on when unexpected guests 
arrived? How Rebecca watered the thirsty 
camels after a desert journey, and also gave 
their master a drink from the cool well? Both 
of these women would no doubt feel right at 
home in canteen work, or serving church 
suppers in our day. Do you remember how 
Miriam took care of her baby brother, Moses? 
How Hannah made a new coat for her little 
son, Samuel, each year as he served in the 
temple? How Ruth worked in the fields in 
order to get food for her mother-in-law and 
herself? Any of these would have made just 
as good nurse’s aids, Red Cross workers, or 
farmerettes as we have today. 

And yet, these were all women of great 
faith also—these heroines of our Bible 
stories—just as our own mothers of today are 
women of faith and would often make good 
story heroines, even while they, too, are en- 
gaged in all the homely and often unpleasant 
tasks of daily living. 

Turning to the New Testament, we find 
heroines there, too, as well as in the Old 
Testament. There was, first of all, Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, who taught him his first 
scripture while Joseph was instructing him 
in carpentry. There was Elisabeth who 
brought up her son, John, so well that he 
became a prophet. Then, later on in the days 
of the early church, there was Lois, and 
Eunice, the grandmother and mother of Tim- 
othy, whom Paul called women of great faith. 
All these would have made excellent church 
school teachers, no doubt. But also there was 
Lydia, the seller of purple cloth, a good busi- 
ness woman, as well as,a pillar of the strug- 
gling new Christian church in her town. Nor 
should we forget Dorcas, whose untiring ef- 
forts in making garments for the poor widows 
and orphans of her day has well entitled her 
to become a sort of patron saint for sewing 
circles ever since. 


CANDLE-LIGHTING CEREMONY 


So let us light our candles today in mem- 
ory of these faithful mothers of the olden 
times, about whom we read, first in the Old 
Testament, and then in the New. (Have six 
candles, three on each side of the altar, and 


let representatives from the different classes ° 


light them, saying something like the follow- 
ing words.) 

1. I light this candle in memory of the 
women of faith who were the mothers of the 
patriarchs and who pioneered with them,— 
Sarah, Rebecca, and Rachel, as well as many 
others whose names we do not know. 

2. This candle I light in memory of the 
mothers of the prophets, who brought up sons 
and daughters to become leaders for God, in 
the days when Israel’s history was being 
shaped, and the scattered tribes welded into 
a strong nation. 

3. In memory of women of faith—like Ruth 
of Moab, noted for her kindness and hard 
work, destined to become one of the ancestors 
of Israel’s great king, David, and later: of 
Jesus himself—I light this candle. 

4. This candle stands for two famous 
mothers about whom we read in the Gospels, 


Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Elisabeth, 
the mother of his cousin, John. 

5. I light this candle to the memory of 
women of faith in the early Christian church, 
of Lois and Eunice, of Lydia and Dorcas. 

6. And finally, in memory of our own dear 
mothers, whose love has brought light into 
our lives and whose example shines as a 
beacon for our footsteps, we light this last 
candle of all, on Mother’s Day. 

Hymn (Sung as a duet or solo) : “The. Winter 

Night Was Dark and Still” (Use stanzas 

1 and 4.) : 
Prayer: “Motherhood” (p. 314)” 

Hymn: “O Blessed Day of Motherhood” 

(stanzas 1, 2, 3.) 


May 19 


THEME: Facing the Future 
Cart To WorsuHiP: Psalm 96:1, 3, 7, 8a, using 

Lord instead of Jehovah. 

Hymn: “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” 

ScripTuRE: Revelation 21:1, 3-7 

Prayer: Help us, our Father, to work to- 
gether with thee for the coming of a new 
spirit of goodwill and brotherhood that 
thy kingdom may come indeed into the 
hearts of all thy children here upon earth. 

Amen. 

Rounp Taste Broapcast: “Signs of the 

Times” 

Have a representative from each class 
seated in a semi-circle about a table, with 
clippings from papers or news magazines, 
arranged according to subject matter, on the 
general themes of international cooperation 
and good will. The reports may be inter- 
spersed with choric speaker and music, in 
order to keep the broadcast from becoming 
monotonous, and to focus attention on each 
theme. 

The following are some of the topics which 
may be discussed; others current in the news 
at the time should be added: 

Fighting famine in Europe. 

Visit of Christian leaders to Japan.° 

Desire of Japanese for Christian missionaries 
and for teachers. 

Development of the World Council of 

Churches. 

The Japan Religious Society, which includes 

Buddhists, Shintoists, and Christians. 
Rebirth, of the Church in Germany, 

Special contributions of Martin Niemdller. 
The work in this country of the National 

Conference of Christians and Jews. 

Following are sources of material for re- 
ports on these and similar subjects: 

The last two issues of The World Council 
Courier, World Council of Churches, 203 
North Wabash Avenue, Chicago 1, Illinois. 
(Free) 

Articles by Paul G. Macy appearing on 
page 3 of the January, February and March 
1946 issues of the International Journal. 

The special January 1946 issue of the Inter- 
national Journal. 

“Problem No. 1 for Americans” from the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews, 
381 Fourth Avenue, New York 16, N. Y., or 
regional offices. (Free) 

Transcripts of radio broadcasts, “Religion 
in the News” given weekly by Walter W. Van 
Kirk. From N.B.C., New York, or network 
stations. (Free) (Some February and March 
broadcasts included talks by European church 
leaders; earlier ones told of visit of Christian 
leaders to Japan and the status of the Chris- 
tian church there.) 

General church and missionary magazines. 

Poems and hymns to be used between some 
of these talks might be: Hymns: “These 
Things Shall Be,” sung to tune Truro; “Not 
in Vain the Distance Beacons,” sung with 
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quick tempo. Poems: “Let the People Love” 
(p. 336)* “Vision” (p. 336) ° 

The Leader may conclude these talks with 
such statement as the following: “Only Chris- 
tian solidarity, throughout the world, can 
overcome the evil in the world, and heal its 
great disease of paganism. No longer is there 
Jew or Gentile, barbarian or Greek, as Paul 
said of the members of the early Christian 
church, but all are one in Christ and ‘in his 
way of love. ‘Love is the law of life,’ said 
Kagawa, the Japanese Christian. ‘We have 
not loved enough,’ said a bishop in the Ger- 
man church, in explaining the evils of his 
time. And so, if we want the struggling Chris- 
tian church, whether in Germany or in Japan, 
to be successful in its stupendous task, we 
must strengthen our own church, at home, 
and insist upon Christian policies being car- 
ried out, by America and the allied nations, 
in dealing with the problems of all other 
peoples. ‘Let the people love, and they will 
lead; let the people love, and theirs is the 
' power.”’” 

Porm: “O Thrilling Age” (p. 335) * 
LEADER: 

Yes, we do indeed live in a brave new age. 
It is an age of adventure and of discovery. 
May we dare adventure on the old path of 
courage and chivalry, as did King Arthur’s 
Knights of old, and also on the new path of 
discovery, with the scientists and Christian 
statesmen; finally, with the Christ himself, in 
the adventures and discoveries that are old, 
yet ever new, until all become citizens of the 
whole wide world, and brothers one with 
another. 

Hymn: “Forward Through the Ages” 


May 26 

Tuem_e: Hail to All Heroes (Memorial Sun- 
day) 

Catt to Worsuip: Psalm 118:14, 29. Let us 
ask God’s blessing upon our country, as 
we sing of its beauties. 

Hymn: “O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” 

Prayer: “For True Patriotism” (p. 312)° 

Poems: “Dost Thou Prosper, Dearest Land?” 
and “The American Flag” (p. 335)” 

Hymn: “O Native Land, How Fair You 
Seem” (by choir) 

TALK: 

Memories AND A Hope 


Thursday is Memorial Day, or Decoration 
Day as it is also called because on that day 
as we remember our beloved dead we décor- 
ate their graves with flowers. We think of 
Memorial Day as a holiday set aside especi- 
ally for honoring soldiers. And so today 
let us think first of war heroes, not only in 
our own country but throughout the world. 
Then let us also remember gratéfully the 
heroes of peace. Our candle-lighting cere- 
mony today will be in honor of both kinds 
of heroes. You will notice that instead of 
lighting the first five candles we will extin- 
guish them, since war does just that to the 
lives of so many. Then the sixth candle we 
will light to stand for our hope of peace 
in the future. 

1. We snuff out the light of our first candle 
in memory of those who lost their lives in 
the Revolutionary War of our 
whether they were Americans, English, or 
Hessians, those German troops hired by the 
English to help them put down the rebellion 
of the colonies. 

2. We extinguish our second candle in 
memory of those who died fighting bravely 
in the Civil War, whether the color of their 
uniforms happened to be blue or gray, 
whether the color of their skin happened to 
be black or white; and we are grateful to- 
day that we are learning more and more 
to build together as brothers of one nation. 

3. We put out this third candle in memory 
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country, 


of those who fought and fell in the Spanish- 
American War, in Cuba or in the Philippines, 
whether they spoke in English or in Spanish. 
We regret the mistakes of that war, the 
injustices and the cruelties so common to 
all warfare, but we honor the noble dead 
who died fighting for what they believed to 
be the right. 

4, This candle we extinguish in memory of 
the many lives lost in the first World War— 
Russian, British, French, Belgian, Austrian, 
or German lives—between the years of 1914 
and 1917, as well as the American, Italian 
and Japanese lives lost in 1917 and 1918, 
remembering the dead of our loyal allies, as 
well as our own fallen heroes, or those who 
fought on the opposite side, during that 
awiful conflict, each believing his cause to 
be just. 

5. And this fifth candle we also extinguish, 
as we recall the lives of our friends or rela- 
tives lost in the second World War, the 
Great War. There were English and Russian 
boys, Polish, French, German, Italian. There 
were boys from Canada, from Australia, 
South America and Africa; boys from China 
and Japan and India, from almost every 
country on the globe, besides our own Ameri- 
can lads, who paid the supreme sacrifice, 
not always knowing why. We hope it was 
not in vain, that somehow freedom shall 
spread throughout the world, as the result 
of their dying, and also as the result of the 
increased efforts of the living. 

Hymn :‘“Who Goes There, in the Night” (by 
choir or speech chorus) 

6. Last of all, we illumine, and leave 
burning, this sixth candle, as a symbol of 
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our hope for a better world,—a world of 
peace, and security, and happiness for all, 
acknowledging and living by the fatherhood 
of God and the brotherhood of man. 

We honor today, as heroes of the kingdom 
of God, men like Livingstone, who said— 
(See p. 332)°*. Of him it was written—(Con- 
tinue with same quotation.) For men such 
as this let us pray, in the words of the hymn, 
“Forget them not, O Christ, who stand, thy 
vanguard in the distant land,” etc. 

We honor today, as heroes of the ‘home- 
land, all teachers, farmers, laborers, scien- 
tists, doctors, ministers, and many others, 
who often toil unsung or without sufficient 

' reward. 


Story: 
A Hero oF SERVICE 


Several years ago, in a little town near 
the Catskill Mountains of New York, a happy 
procession marched along one bright summer 
day toward the central square. They were 
headed by the village band, but of course 
there was the usual line-up of ex-service men, 
nurses, and prominent citizens, followed by 
the children and the young people. The 
main street was lined with the townspeople, 
all craning their necks to look. But it was 
not at the mayor they were gazing in awe, 
nor at the soldiers, not even at the band. 
It was at something far off, just coming into 
view,—an open black automobile in which 
rode on the rear seat, a plain little man in 
an ordinary business suit. 

As he came opposite the crowds, they all 

_ cheered and waved enthusiastically, while he 
‘in turn waved back, with one hand; for in 
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the other he held a handkerchief with which 
to wipe away from time to time an unruly 
tear. 

After the black car came a large open 
truck, filled to overflowing with boys and 
girls who held aloft a bright piece of bunt- 
ing bearing these strange words: “He is the 
daddy of us all, in Shaverstown.” 

But who was this modest little man, being 
honored thus by his fellow-citizens? Was it 
some successful politician returning from 
a career in Washington, a heroic flyer back 
from the war, or perhaps a Nobel Prize win- 
ner? No; it was not even a merchant who 
had decided to endow some local institution 
with his excess profits. 

It was the village doctor, an unassuming 


little man who for fifty years had given freely 
of self and time, in loving and sacrificial 
care, at all hours of the day or night, to the 
people, rich and poor alike, of that little town. 
And now they were trying to say, “Thank 
you!” publicly and in a group, as they had 
so many times before, individually, in private. 
They were repaying their beloved hero not 
only with lip service, but with the homage 
of grateful hearts which would always re- 
member the service he had so unstintingly 
rendered to them across the years. 


Porm: “The Surgeon’s Hands” (p. 331)? 

OFFERING: (Some special gift for a veteran’s 
hospital) 

Hymn: “Marching with the Heroes” 


Senior and 
Young People's 


Departments 
By Ronald E. Osborn* 


THEME FoR May: Disciples of the Way 
(New Testament characters as inspira- 
tion to devotion) 


For the Leader 


The greatest single source of inspiration 
to creative living is found in the lives of 
noble men and women. The power of the 
New Testament is its thrilling story of new 
life—the matchless life of Jesus of Nazareth 
and the abundant life which his disciples 
found in him. It is not from Scriptural ideas 
as mere intellectual concepts that we derive 
spiritual strength, but from these ideas as 
they are expressed in flesh and blood, in the 
everyday affairs of our common life. In con- 
sidering the New Testament as the greatest 
classic of Christian devotion, we must not 
overlook the men and women whose trans- 
formed lives have become to every succeed- 
ing generation an inspiration to Christlike- 
ness. Hence Disciples of the Way becomes 
our theme for this month. 

Other themes from the New Testament 
have been The Son of God (February), 
Thoughts of Christ (March), and Four Great 
Words (April). Four previous months were 
devoted to Old Testament themes. 


May 5 


THEME: The Son of Encouragement (Bar- 
nabas) 
PreLupe: “O Brother Man, Fold to Thy 


Heart Thy Brother”.or “Look All Around 
You, Find Someone in Need” 

Catt to Worsuip: “When Thy Heart with 
Joy O’erflowing” (read or have sung stan- 
zas 1, 3, and 4 of this hymn) 

Hymn: “The Kine of Love My Shepherd Is” 

Prayer: Gracious and ever-living God, who 
in thy love for us hast provided all that is 
good and happy and beautiful, we thank 
thee for the gift of friendship. Even as 
we have been made glad by the compan- 
ionship of those who are strong and noble, 
so may:we ever reach out hands of help- 
fulness and brotherly care to all those 


*Professor of Church History and Religious Educa- 
tion, Northwest Christian College, Eugene, Oregon. 


18 


about us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. . 
LEADER: 

Have you ever been lonesome in a com- 
pany of strangers? Have you ever been dis- 
couraged? Have you ever found that others 
lacked confidence in you because of a failure 
you had made? Then, in such a pass, can 
you remember finding a friend? If so, you 
know the transforming power that comes 
from the encouragement of a strong man 
who believes in you. You will never cease 
to be grateful to that friend. For his heart- 
ening faith in you has actually changed the 
course of your life. He has made you a bet- 
ter, happier person. 

Among the radiant disciples of the Way 
whose stories we find in the New Testament 
was one great heart who had a magnificent 
capacity for friendship. This gift of his 
saved for the church some of its ablest lead- 
ers. His interest in others changed the 
course of history. He was Joseph, whom the 
apostles named Barnabas, “Son of Encour- 
agement.”” A man of magnificent stature and 
striking appearance, he had those winsome 
personal qualities which made him the great 
friend in the early church. Our first account 
of him tells of his generosity. 

Reaper I: Acts 4:32, 36, 37. 

Reaper II: Have I the quality of generosity 
which makes for friendship? 

LeapeR: When Saul, the former persecutor 
of the Christians, came to Jerusalem after 
his conversion the apostles were suspicious 
that his claims might not be genuine. Per- 
haps he was masquerading as a disciple 
in order to take more prisoners. But Bar- 
nabas had the interest and the insight to 
discern that Saul had really undergone a 
change of heart. As the sponsor of the 
new convert, he gained his acceptance by 
the church. 

Reaper I: Acts 9:26-28. 

Reaver II: Am I interested enough in oth- 
ers to discern the good which is in them 
and so to be their helpful friend? 

Leaver: As Christianity spread, not only 
Jews but Gentiles as well began to em- 
brace the new faith. Some of the disciples 
were disturbed at this. But when Barna- 
bas was sent to investigate he saw that the 
Spirit of God had not been limited by 
former differences of race or creed. He 
welcomed the Gentiles into the fold. So 
it was that Christianity became a univer- 
sal faith. 

Reaper I: Acts 11:19-26. 

Reaper II: Have I the grace to discern the 
Spirit of God in the life of one who be- 
longs to another communion, another na- 
tion, another race, to accept him as my 


friend and brother? 

Leaper: Again when the church at Antioch 
undertook the work of missions, it selected 
Barnabas to go out with Saul and John 
Mark to preach the gospel where it had 
never before been heard. 

Reaper I: Acts 13:2-5. 

Reaper II: Have I let the Lord Jesus take 
such complete control of me that my 
friends and acquaintances, and even those 
I have never seen before, will be attracted 
to him, because of my life? 

LEADER: Barnabas and Paul successfully 
completed a missionary tour, in the course 
of which many Gentiles were won to 
Christianity. Shortly after they set out, 
however, John Mark returned home. Some 
time later, the two great missionaries were 
preparing for another journey. Paul in 
his intense devotion to his cause, was un- 
willing to take Mark, who had abandoned 
them once before. But Barnabas, the great 
heart, was still concerned for the young 
man. His encouragement saved for the 
church this man who was to become the 
author of the first of our Gospels. 

Reaper I: Acts 15:36-40. 

Reapers II: Am I willing to give the friend 
who fails a second chance and so encour- 
age him to do greater things than I may 
ever do? 

LeapeR: Barnabas’ encouragement of the 
young man Mark had notable results. Not 
only did the youth become a Gospel-writer, 
but Paul came to find in him a faithful 
helper. From his prison cell Paul sent to 
the church at Colossae a letter in which 
he told of the friends who had stuck with 
him through his persecution. 

Reaper I: Colossians 4:10, 11. 

Reaper II: Am I willing to develop those 
qualities which will enable me to become 
a great friend, not for my own sake, but 
for the sake of others and of the Kingdom? 

Leaper: Such were the noble qualities of 
Barnabas, the Son of Encouragement, 
whose capacity for friendship God used 
to change the world. 

SpeciaL Music: “A Noble Life, a Simple 
Faith.” The hymn may be sung by a solo- 
ist or group of singers, or by all the 

- young people. 

CiLosinc Prayer: “O Jesus, Master, When 
Today.” (Read the words of this hymn as 
a prayer, closing with the Amen.) 


May 12 


Tueme: The World's Most Beautiful Moth- 
ers (New Testament Women) 
PRELUDE: “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
Catt To Worsuip: 
: For the joy of human love,’ 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above; 
For all gentle thoughts and mild: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise.* 
Hymn: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 
LEADER: 

On Mother’s Day we think of the beauty 
of Christian family life. We are grateful for 
our own parents and for the joy and idealism 
which we have found in our homes. It is 
appropriate also to recall the influence on 
our world of noble women in other genera- 
tions. Let us think today on the world’s 
most beautiful mothers, the women of the 
New Testament. Let us ponder the qualities 


1Folliot S. Pierpont, “‘For the Beauty of the Earth.” 
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of each life which should be ours as well. 

And as we ponder, let us also pray. 

Let us consider first the greatest mother 
of all, Mary of Nazareth, whose Son became 
the Saviour of the world. The beauty of her 
life is suggested in Luke’s account of the 
Annunciation. (Read Luke 1:26-33.) 
HyMn-PRAYER: 

Purer in heart, O God, 

Help me to be; 

Teach me to do thy will 
Most lovingly. 

Be thou my Friend and Guide, 

Let me with thee abide; 

Purer in heart, 

Help me to be.’ 

Note: These hymn-poems may be sung 
unannounced by a soloist or special group, 
or may be read by a reader or succession of 
readers. They are stanzas of standard hymns. 
LEADER: The mother of Simon Peter’s wife 

typifies one of the finest traits of Chris- 

tian character. She had been sick. But 
when healed by Jesus, her first concern 
was to get back to work and serve her 

guests. Read Mark 1:29-31 
Hymn-PrRAYER: Stanza 3, beginning “O 

Thou who dost the vision send,” of “O 

Master Workman of the Race.” 

Leaver: Two New Testament women of no 
little influence were Lois and Eunice, the 
grandmother and mother of Timothy. In 
writing to the young preacher, Paul com- 
mented: (Read 2 Timothy 1:5). 

Hymn-PrayerR: Stanza 4, beginning “Set 
our feet on lofty places” of “God of Grace 
and God of Glory” 

Leaper: Among Paul’s most helpful friends 
were a husband and wife, Aquila and 
Prisca or Priscilla, who were tentmakers 
like himself. They worked together at the 
same trade and in the labors of the King- 
dom.. No doubt Paul was a guest in their 
home. And these two friends gave him 
courageous assistance. At the close of 
one of his letters he wrote: (Read Romans 
16:3, 4). 

Hymn-PRAYER: 

O strengthen me, that while I stand 

Firm on the Rock, and strong in thee, 

I may stretch out a loving hand 

To wrestlers with the troubled sea. 

O fill me with thy fulness, Lord, 

Until my very heart o’erflow 

In kindling thought and glowing word, 

Thy love to tell, thy praise, to show.® 

Leaper: In the same letter Paul mentions 
another Christian woman whose.name we 
do not know. But she is typical of thou- 
sands of helpful spirits who have ex- 
pressed the Christian spirit of friendship 
and kindness. She had been a second 
mother to him. So he says: (Read 
Romans 16:13). 


Hymn-Prayer: Stanzas 1 and 2 of “I Thank 
Thee, Lord, for Strength of Arm” 


Leaver: In thinking of these noble women 


of the New Testament we think also of our 


own mothers who have demonstrated 
many of the same qualities that have been 
mentioned. Like all these others, they 
found the source of the beauty of their 
lives in the Lord Jesus Christ. Let us also 
find .our greatest inspiration in him. 
Hymn-Prayer: All stanzas of “Be Thou 
My Vision, O Lord of My Heart” 
2Mrs. Anna L. Davison, ‘‘Purer in Heart, O God.” 


38Frances R. Havergal, ‘“‘Lord, Speak to Me, That I 
May Speak." 


April, 1946 


Note: This hymn, if familiar, may be 
sung by the whole group. 


May 19 
THEME: A Hero Proved (Stephen) 
PRELUDE: “Faith of Our Fathers” 
Catt To Worsutp: Stanzas 1 and 4 of 

“Rise Up, O Men of God!” 

Hymn: “Marching with the Heroes” 

Prayer: Almighty and everlasting God, who 
dost enkindle the flame of thy love in the 
hearts of the saints: Grant to us, thy 
humble servants, the same faith and power 
of love; that, as we rejoice in their 
triumphs, we may profit by their examples; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.* 

LEADER: 

Christian history is the march of heroes. 
Men and women of magnificent courage 
have lived and worked for the Lord Jesus 
in difficult places. Some have died for their 
faith. These we call martyrs, which means 
witnesses. The first Christian martyr was 
Stephen, a man of rare charm and ability, 
as well as of solid courage. 

Scripture: Acts 6:8—7:2a, 51-60 

Leaver: In the time of testing, Stephen 
stood firm. 

SpeciaL Music: “In the Hour of Trial” 

Leaver: It required courage for Stephen to 
meet death on account of his faith; it 
requires courage for us to live according 
to our faith. 


Porm: : 
Jesus, I live to thee, 
The loveliest and best; 
My life in thee, thy life in me, 
In thy blest love I rest. 
Jesus, I die to thee, 
Whenever death shall come; 
To die in thee is life to me 
In my eternal home. 


Whether to live or die, 

I know not which is best; 
To live in thee is bliss to me, 
To die is endless rest. 

Living or dying, Lord, 

I ask but to be thine; 

My life in thee, thy life in me, 
Makes heaven forever mine.° 
CLostnc Hymn: “God Send Us Men Whose 

Aim ‘Twill Be” 
May 26 

THEME: A Man of Attainments (Luke) 

Pretupe: “God, Who Touchest Earth with 
Beauty” 

Catt to Worsuip: Luke 1:46b, 47 

Hymn: “Come, Thou Almighty King” 

PRAYER: Eternal God, Creator of all things 
beautiful and fair: Give us grace to grow 
in thy likeness, that so we may achieve 
our highest manhood; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Leaper: One of the most remarkable men 
in our New Testament was a physician 
named Luke. He was a Greek, probably 
the only man not a Jew to write a portion 
of our Bible. Skilful and effective in his 
practice, he was a man of cultured spirit 
and broad attainments. Something of the 
esteem in which he was held is indicated 
by Paul’s reference to him (Colossians 
4:14) as Luke the beloved physician. All 
of his gifts he dedicated to the Lord 
Christ. 

Hymn: “Take My Life, and Let It Be” 


4From The Book of Common Prayer of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America. 
5Henry Herbaugh, ‘Jesus, I Live to Thee’’ 


LreapER: One aspect of Luke’s personality, 
the culture of a lovely spirit, is especially 
evident in his life of Jesus. His is the 
Gospel of poetry and joy and song. With 
the other Greeks who were his country- 
men, Luke was an admirer of beauty and 
perfection. These he found supremely in 
Jesus, whose touch makes all things fair. 

SpeciaL Music or Reapine: “Great Master, 
Touch Us with thy Skilful Hands” 

Leaver: Luke’s experience as a physician 
had given him a concern for persons. He 
had the gift of friendliness, and his is 
the Gospel of friendship. In it we see 
the interest of Jesus in children, in foreign- 
ers, in the outcast, in those persons who 
were especially close to him. In Luke’s 
other book, The Acts of the Apostles, we 
see the church reaching out in a mis- 
sionary program to win men and women 
of many nations to friendship with Jesus 
Christ. 

Porm: 

O thou great Friend to all the sons of men, 

Who once appeared in humblest guise below, 

Sin to rebuke, to break the captive’s chain, 

To call thy brethren forth from want and 
woe, 

Thee would I sing: thy truth is still the light 

Which guides the nations groping on their 
way, 

Suiiibine and falling in disastrous night, 

Yet hoping ever for the perfect day. 

Yes, thou art still the Life; thou art the Way 

The holiest know—Light, Life, and Way of 
heaven; 

And they who dearest hope and deepest pray 

Toil by the truth, life, way that thou hast 
given. 

THEODORE PARKER 

LEADER: This matchless Christ was at the 
center of all that Luke wrought. To his 
fellow Greeks who for generations had 
been dreaming of the perfect man, Luke 
described him. Jesus of Nazareth was 
the best that they had ever known or that 
we may ever know. 

CLosinc Hymn: “O Young and Fearless 
Prophet” 
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Follow Me My heart went after Him. 


I rose and followed. 


(Continued from page 9) That-was all’ 
Response: (By a member of the Junior ae ie fi eeKi 
Choi back of church) e hear im call? 
socsh Hae catt ay ProcessionaL Hymn: “All Glory, Laud and 
“Come follow.” that was all. Honor,’—Junior and Youth’ Choirs 
My gold grew dim, (The two choirs are massed on steps and 
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platform at front of church at conclusion 

of hymn.) 

Litany: “Remembering Jesus’*—The Min- 
ister and Choirs 
Minister: Let us, with bowed heads, re- 

member Jesus, who calls us even as he 

called the boys and girls of Galilee. 

For the joy of his comradeship, the faith- 
fulness of his friendship and the assurance 
of his love; 

Response: We humbly give thee thanks. 

Minister: By his shining goodness, he can 
make us glad in being good. 

Response: Help us to follow him. 

Minister: By his strength, he can make us 
strong. 

Response: Help us to follow him. 

Minister: By his bravery, he can make us 
brave. 

Response: Help us to follow him. 

Minister: By his truth, he can keep us 
true. 

Response: Help us to follow him. 
PRAYER, by the Minister 
CuHoraL AMEN 
Porm: “Judean Hills are Holy,” by William 

L. Stidger*—The Speech Choir 
Unison: 

Judean hills are holy, 
Judean hills are fair, 
For one can find the footprints 
Of Jesus everywhere. 

High Voices: 

One finds them in the twilight 
Beneath the singing sky 
Where shepherds watch, in wonder, 
White planets wheeling by. 

Deep Voices: 

His trails are on the hillsides 
And down the dales and deeps; 

High Voices: 

He walks the high horizons 
Where vesper-silence sleeps. 

Deep Voices: 

He haunts the lowly highways 

, Where human hopes have trod 

The Via Dolorosa 
Up to the heart of God. 

Solo Voices: 

He looms, a lonely figure, 
Along the fringe of night, 

As lonely as a cedar 

Against the lonely light. 

Unison: 

Judean hills are holy, 

Judean hills are fair, 

For one can find the footprints 
Of Jesus everywhere. 

AnTHEM: “Shepherd Lullaby,” by W. A. 
Mozart.°—Sung by soloist and Junior 
Choir. 

(Organ continues as Junior Choir take 

places in front pews and Speech Choir 

disappears behind screens or into an ac- 
cessible choir loft.) 

THE CHILDREN’s ProcEssIONAL—Kindergar- 
ten and Primary Children 
InviTaTION, by the Minister: “Jesus said, 

‘Suffer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not, for of such is 
the kingdom of heaven.’ ” 

Response: (By a little child who will lead 
the processional. She speaks from back 
of church.) 

“T heard Him call,” ete., as above. 

Orcan: “I Think When I Read That 


3From a prayer, “Lift up Your Hearts’’ by Walter 
Russell Bowie. Printed by permission of Macmillan 
Co., owners of the copyright. 

4Used by permission of the author, Dr. William L. 
Stidger. 

5Arranged by Charles Previn, Lyric by Ralph Freed, 
published by Leo Feist, Inc., 1629 Broadway, New 
York City. 
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Sweet Story of Old” 

(Children come quietly down center 
aisle to pews reserved for them in front 
of church. They remain standing at seats, 
as the minister comes down from pulpit 
and stands in front of them. He tells 
them that we may begin to “Follow Jesus” 
when we are very young. Sometimes 
fathers and mothers care so much that they 
promise to teach their very little children 
to follow. That is why they bring their 
little babies to be baptized. 

(Kindergarten and primary children 
are seated.) 

Soto: “I Think When I Read That Sweet 
Story of Old” (2 stanzas) 

(During the Solo, the babies are brought 
to the font, where the Sacrament is ad- 
ministered according to the regular church 
ritual.) 

Sone Story: “Jesus and the Children,” by 
Calvin W. Laufer® 

(An older girl comes to front and seats 
herself on a low chair, as small group of 
little children gather around her. She 
sings this familiar little song, simply, as 
if she were telling a story.) 

Children came one summer’s day 

To a Friend, to a Friend; 


He, upon each loving head, 
Laid His hand, laid His hand. 


Tenderly He drew them close 
To His knee, to His knee; 
And He said so all could hear, 
“Come to Me, come to Me.” 
(The music continues as they return to 


their seats.) 
BrsricaL DramatizaTion: “The Boy Mark’”’ 

(The characters in costume have been 
seated in rear pews of the church. They 
form quietly at rear door at the time for 
the dramatization. The Boy, who takes 
the part of “The Boy Mark,” stands first 
in line and speaks from back of the 
church.) 

“T heard Him call,” etc, as above 

Orcan: “Jesus Calls Us O’er the Tumult” 
as characters come down center aisle, 
where some go immediately to platform 
and others sit in side front seats awaiting 
their entrance. 

At the end of play, the characters. go 
out quietly at a side door as “Jesus Calls 
Us O’er the Tumult” is played as a 
recessional. 

Orrertory: “Dream Children,’ by Elgar 

CONSECRATION OF OFFERING: The Minister 

Tue Messace oF A Picture: “Follow Me” 

(Painted by Tom Curr) * 

This interpretation may be given by the 
minister and take the place of a junior ser- 
mon. A large copy of the picture may be 
used at the front of the church, as a wor- 
ship center. 

The picture study should call attention 


®From The Little Child Wants to Sing, by Calvin 
Laufer, published by Westminster Press. 

7Biblical Play, ‘“‘The Boy Mark,”’ written by Helen 
E. Waite and Elbert M. Hoppenstedt. It may be pur- 
chased directly from the publisher, Meigs Publishing 
Co., Indianapolis, Indiana, at 25 cents a copy. 

®Adapted from ‘“‘The Song of Peace’’ by Lloyd Stone 
and printed by arrangement with the Lorenz Publishing 
Co., Dayton, Ohio, publishers of words and music. 

8This picture, ‘‘Follow Me,’’ by Curr, may be pur- 
chased from the Pilgrim Press Book Stores. It is avail- 
able in color in two sizes: 27x2014 inches at $1.25 and 
17x12% inches at 75 cents. Addresses: 14 Beacon 
Street, Boston, Mass., and 19 S. LaSalle St., Chicago 
3, Illinois. Also available from the St. Philip Society 
in West Stockbridge, Mass. and possibly from the 
House of Art, 33 West 34th St., New York, N. Y. 
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How to Use 
Motion Picture 
Equipment 


Tells how best to provide for using visual aids in 


church, school, hospital and other buildings 


This Bell & Howell booklet on the 
best ways of using and planning for 
audio-visual equipment is just as 
important to you as it is to your 
architect. 

It covers the requirements of au- 
ditorium and classroom. It offers 
experienced counsel on seating; on 
locations for projector, screen, 
speaker, cables; on electrical speci- 
fications, illumination, service and 
storage rooms—evyerything you 
want to kaow about using motion 
pictures. 

Send for your free copy today by 
mailing the coupon. 

Bell & Howell Company, Chi- 
cago; New York; Hollywood; 
Washington, D. C.; London. 


OPTI-ONICS — products combining the sciences of 
OPTics ¢ electrONics * mechanICS 


PRECISION-MADE BY 


bell § PA 


SINCE 1907 THE LARGEST MANUFACTURER 
OF PROFESSIONAL MOTION PICTURE EQUIP- 
MENT FOR HOLLYWOOD AND THE WORLD 


New Filmosound 179. B&H sound-on- 
film projectors are overwhelmingly 
preferred by educators. The 16mm 
Filmosound 179, improved and re- 
fined, is cooler and easier to operate 
than ever before. 


Acoustic Problems? Send for the new 
B&H booklet, “Acoustic Treatment of 
Auditoriums,” an authoritative man- 


ual that will help solve any problems 
you have in acoustics. Use the coupon. 


@ BELL & HOWELL COMPANY - 
: 7169 McCormick Road, Chicago 45 a 
g Without obligation, send our free Hf 
— copy of() ‘Architects’ VisualEquip- U8 
& ment Handbook’”’; () ‘‘Acoustic & 
g Treatment of Auditoriums”; @ 
g () information on Filmosound 179; Hf 
@ catalog of Filmosound Library + | 
g (+) religious () educational films. a 
f i 
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® The following letter 
was received from a4 


man in Puerto Rico: 


@ “For some time I have had a standing order for 100 copies 
of THE UPPER ROOM (in Spanish), and have been giving a 
copy to each of my companions where I work. Several weeks 
ago I made up my mind to discontinue this, because I felt 
that they did not appreciate the value of that which I found 
so helpful, and because it entailed the sacrifice of a part of 
a very limited income. 


@ "After the letter was written, cancelling the order, I kept 
thinking of it, and something within me seemed to tell me 
that I had acted too hastily. I felt a deep sorrow, which one 
feels when he commences a good work and then gives it up. 
About this time the shipment of the 100 copies for the next 
quarter arrived, as my letter had not been received in time 
to cancel the order for this shipment. My soul experienced 
great joy and at once I made up my mind to continue the 
work which I had begun. Please continue to send me the 
100 copies forever. The seed of the Gospel has to be sown 
in the hearts of men.” 


@ Throughout the world, The Upper Room 
is sowing—and nurturing—the seed of the 
Gospel in the hearts of men. Give it a 
chance and it will help you reap a harvest, 
wherever you may be. 


The April-May-June issue is now ready for mailing. Send your order today. English 
and Spanish editions, 10 or more to one address, 5 cents per copy, postpaid. Single 
yearly subscriptions in U. $., Canada and Latin America, 30 cents, postpaid; four years, 
$1.00. Other countries, 40 cents; four years, $1.35, Envelopes for remailing $1.00 
per 100. Order from 


Che Upper Room 


Medical Arts Building Nashville 3, Tennessee 
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to each child in turn, mentioning the na- 
tionality he represents, emphasizing the fact 
that Christ calls the children of all races to 
follow Him. We look at the figure of Jesus, 
his strength, his kindness. We look at the 
road ahead and see it in terms of our world 
and the challenge Christ gives the world 
children, who must build a new and better 
world based on Christian brotherhood. We 
hear Christ as he calls to the children, 
“Come follow!” 

Response: (By a third year Junior boy 

from the rear of Church) 
“T heard Him call,” etc., as above 

PROCESSION OF FLAcs: 

(To accompaniment of organ, trumpet and 
trombone playing hymn tune, Finlandia, by 
Sibelius, found in Methodist Hymnal, “Be 
Still MySoul”’; Church School Hymnal for 
Youth, “We Would Be Building”; and other 
hymnals.) 

Color Guard: Older Boy Scout and Girl 
Scout in uniform, carrying Christian and 
American flags, march down center aisle 
and stand at either side of the pulpit. 

The Two Choirs: take positions at front of 
church as at the beginning of the service. 

Children of the Nations: six children, rep- 
resenting America, India, Hawaii, Africa, 
China and Holland, wearing costumes of 
children in picture, come down center aisle 
and pose the picture, “Follow Me,” facing 
toward the worship center. (The character 
of Christ is not used in the tableau.) 

Primary Children carrying American flags, 
take their places at either side of the 
choir group. 

Juniors, carrying flags of all nations. and 
led by the boy who gave the response, march 
from rear of the church down two side 
aisles and take their places on either side 
and in back of the primary children. 


Hymn: “A Song of Peace,”? (to hymn tune 
Finlandia, by Sibelius, as above) sung by 
Primary and Junior Departments and 
Choirs. 


This is my prayer, O God of all nations, 

A prayer of peace for lands afar and 
mine: 

This is my home, the country where my 
heart is, f 

This is my hope, my dream, my faith, 
my shrine. 

But other hearts in other lands are beating 

With hopes and dreams and faith the same 
as mine. 


My country’s skies are bluer than the 


ocean, 

And sunlight beams on clover leaf and 
pine; 

But other lands have sunlight too, and 
clover, 

And skies are sometimes ocean blue as 
mine. 

O hear my prayer, thou God of all the 
nations, 

A prayer of peace for other lands, and 
mine. 


PRAYER AND BENEDICTION, by the Minister 


PostLupE: Finlandia, by Sibelius, played by 
Organ and Trumpets 


COSTUMES FOR YOUR PLAY 


Missionary Biblical 
listorical Symbolic 
Flags of foreign countries. Ask for folder 


explaining our rental service. 
COSTUME BUREAU 


Methodist Church 
740 Rush Street, Chicago 11, Illinois 
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New Books 


The Practice of Religion 


By Frederick C. Grant. New York, The 
Macmillan Company, 1946. 271 p. $2:50. 


Dr. Grant’s book is an attempt to help the 
plain man see what religion is and does. 
Our generation is hard pressed by skepti- 
cism, tempted to sentimental interpretations 
of faith, often inclined to surrender a high 
‘religion for a low interpretation of life. But, 
as has been the case of all earlier genera- 
tions, we are confronted by the austere but 
winsome Gospel. Here is the relevance of 
religion, seen in terms of personal commit- 
ment, communion, sin, suffering, and other 
human relationships. 

Addressing himself to modern man, es- 
tranged from religion because he believes 
it to be antiquated, Dr. Grant presents an 
interpretation of religious living based on 
sturdy foundations. The layman will not 
always find the vocabulary and thought 
forms easy to understand. But the patient 
reader will be rewarded. He will put this 
book down sensing a new urgency to the 
call to the “downright and consistent prac- 
' tice of religion.” 

G/B. K. 


Christianity in Crisis 


By Eric Montizambert. Louisville, 
Cloister Press, 1945. 224 p. $2.00. 


A plea, setting forth the reasonableness 
of Christian faith to men hard pressed by 
the stern demands of our day. The book is 
written, not for the Biblcial scholar but for 
the thoughtful Christian layman. Dean 
Montizambert’s aim is to set forth “the 
utter adequacy of Jesus Christ” and the 
limitless resources of Christian faith. Tak- 
ing into account the findings of modern 
thought, the writer’s conclusions are in the 
main orthodox. That the paths to God are 
many is recognized in sentences such as 
the following: “Nothing can be quite so 
real to some as the Sacrament.through which 
He steps down into their soul’s life; and 
nothing can be more real than the experience 
of those who without book, bell, or candle 
have met Him face to face.” Quaker and 
Catholic, skeptic and devout, all will find 
here cogent reasoning and reassuring con- 
fidence. 


The 


c. E. K. 


A Treasure of Hymns 


By Amos R. Wells. Boston, W. A. Wilde 
Company, 1945. 392 p. $2.00. 


This book, containing the stories of one 
hundred and twenty hymns, is a compilation 
of a brief column on hymns written by Dr. 
Wells over a period of ten years for the 
Christian Endeavor World. In the preface 
to the book, Dr. H. Augustine Smith points 
out the value of Dr. Wells’ ability to refer 
to the original text of some of the older 
hymns in making his interpretation. 

Each hymn story gives not only an in- 
terpretation of the hymn but a brief sketch 
of the author or some interesting incidents 
in his life. In each case the words of the 
hymn are quoted. Dr. Wells’ style is straight- 
forward and readable. The book will be a 
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social facilities. 


useful reference book for those interested in 
information about leading hymn writers and 
their hymns that have become favorites with 
many people. 

M.DUB. 


Book of Student Prayers 


By Jack Finegan. New York 17, Associa- 
tion Press, 1946, P. unnumbered. $1.50. 


With unpretentiousness and real simplicity 
of style that bespeak sincerity and spiritual 
quality, the author has set down a wide va- 
riety of prayers in a volume which should 
have extensive use. 

Included are a series of prayers on a half 
hundred different subjects. Most of them 
are intended to be for personal use, but they 
are so written that they will prove extremely 
valuable to builders of services of corpor- 
ate worship. Some of the lines possess out- 
standing beauty and real universality. 

Students and young people will find it 
most helpful for personal use for the build- 
ing of worship services, as will pastors and 
directors of religious education who want to 
keep the interest of young people in the serv- 
ices of corporate worship. 

L.K.B. 


The Church Beautiful 


By John R. Scotford. Boston, Chicago, 
The Pilgrim Press, 1945. 161 p. $3.50. 


The author has created a practical, non- 
technical and readable book for ministers 
and laymen who may be planning to remodel 
an old building or construct a new one. 


_ Seventy-one excellent reproductions of pho- 


tographs add immeasurably to the value of 
the volume. The photographs cover a wide 
range of subjects including chancels, pul- 
pits, communion tables, windows, supply 
cabinets, parlors, narthexes, children’s chap- 
els, worship centers, bulletin boards, pipe 
organ arrangements, general interiors, doors 
and entrances, kitchenettes, choir arrange- 
ments, and a few exteriors. There are sev- 
eral unusually good illustrations of “before 
and after.” There are no,floor plans. The 
chapter on color and light is timely. The use 
of symbols is discussed. The field of reli- 
gious education receives one chapter, as does 
The book is a worthwhile 
guide for church officers who desire to pro- 
duce the best effect from a religious stand- 
point upon the lives of people. The author’s 
approach to his subject is practical and his 
treatment of the material is unusual and 
stimulating. 
J.A.W. 


The Rise of the Jewish Commun- 


ity of New York, 1654-1860. 


By Hyman B. Grinstein. Philadelphia. 
The Jewish Publication Society of America, 
1945. 645 p. $3.00. 


Protestants unsympathetic with their Jew- 
ish neighbors will do well to read this his- 
torical account of the rise of the Jewish com- 
munity in New York. In no sense is this a 
book of propaganda for better interfaith re- 
lations. But. the simple story of the trials 
of this early Jewish community reads so much 
like those of Protestant communities that it 


may compel the most severe Protestant critic 
to decide that human beings are much the 
same after all. For these people had reli- 
gious divisions among themselves. The more 
orthodox members of, the community strug- 
gled to enforce obedience to the law, to main- 
tain the diet laws, to enforce synagogue at- 
tendance on the Sabbath, to prevent proselyt- 
ing and intermarriage. Then, as the prob- 
lems multiplied there is the story of retreat 
from ancient customs and the liberalizing of 
the mores. The establishing of the best in 
Jewish life, the cultural, religious, educa- 
tional, and philanthropic activities which 
have now assumed such great proportions, 
are all recorded here. These law-abiding 
people set an example of social righteousness 
that no other immigrant group could equal. 
No Jew was permitted to beg on the streets. 
No Jew in need was neglected by his fel- 
lows. They felt a deep responsibility to be 
good citizens, and they took democracy and 
freedom seriously. 
LK.B. 


Additional Books Received 


*Arrica ApvANcING. By Jackson Davis, 
Thomas M. Campbell and Margaret Wrong. 
New York, Friendship Press, 1945. 230 p. 

*CHILDREN’s Story SERMONS FOR TopAy. 
By Joseph James Murray. Richmond, John 
Knox Press, 1945. 151 p. $1.50. 

ENTERING AND Livinc THE CHRISTIAN 
Lire. By A. U. Boone. Nashville 3, Broad- 
man Press, 1945. 48 p. $.10 each; quantity 
prices. 

THe Fair oF A Protestant. By W. 
Burnet Easton, Jr. New York, The Mac- 
millan Company, 1946. 76 p. $1.50. This 
book takes the historic Christian belief in, 
for example, man, God, Jesus Christ, the 
resurrection, the church and the Kingdom, 
which have come down to us from the New 
Testament, and puts them into language 
that the modern layman is expected to un- 
derstand. Some will, and some perhaps 
will not, but the discussion will be thought 
provoking. 

Frasues ALonc THE Burma Roap. By 
Harry I. Marshall, New York, Island Press, 
1946. 123 p. $2.50. This is an intriguing 
title for a book giving a collection of scenes. 
These tales from real life help to bring 
alive the missionary interprise at work. 

*Tue INCARNATION OF THE WorRD OF 
Gop. By St. Athanasius. Translated by A 
Religious of C.S.M.W. S.TH. New York, 
The Macmillan Company, 1946. 96 p. $1.50. 

*Tur Keeper oF THE Door. By George 
E. Sweazey. St. Louis, The Bethany Press, 
1946. 190 p. $2.00. 

Tue Lire Work or Georce_ Irvine. 
Edited by David R. Porter. New York 17, 
Association Press, 1945. 146 p. $1.50. This 
gives an account of a man who made a 
rich contribution to students and _ others 
through the work of the Y.M.C.A., with 
testimonies from well known religious lead- 
ers who were intimately acquainted with 
him. 

*LicHT FROM THE ANCIENT Past. By 
Jack Finegan. Princeton, N. J., Princeton 
University Press, 1946. 500 p. $5.00. 

*MINISTERIAL COUNSELLING AND PLANNED 
ParentHoop. By Roy A. Burkhart. New 


* To be reviewed. 
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HAVE VOU SEE! SEEN... 


WILLIAM L, ROGERS 
PAUL H. 


This is a simply ‘written, complete 
treatment of the philosophy and prac- 
tice of visual education in the church, 
presented in eleven chapters: 
Historical Backgrounds 
Visual Education: Its Meaning and 
Value 
Types of Visual Aids 
Seeing and Worshipping 
Visualizing Bible Teaching 
Visual Aids to Missionary Education 
Sight and Insight in Human Relations 
Sunday Evening Programs with 
Pictures 
Visual Aids for Training Workers 
Making Your Own Visual Aids 
Building the Church Program 
$2.00 


and This DIFFERENT Book 


on returning servicemen— 


224 pages. 38 illustrations. 


“An excellent book to put into the 
hands of ministers and other people. 
I know of no book that puts the prob- 
lems in such a clear and understanding 


” 


way. 
—E. G. Homrighausen 
Princeton Seminary 


“As sound as it is unusual.” 


—Earl D. Bond, M.D. 
Institute of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital 


218 pages. $1.50 


At your own book dealer or 


THE CHRISTIAN EDUCATION PRESS 
1505 Race Street, Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


York 22, National Clergymen’s Advisory 
Council, 1945. 36 p. 

*Pranninc CuHurcH Buitpines. Edited 
by E. M. Conover. New York 10, The In- 
terdenominational Bureau of Architecture, 
1945. 62 p. $2.00. 

*66 More Mopern PARABLES FOR YOUNG 
Forks. By John Henry Sargent. Boston, 
W. A. Wilde Company, 1945. 132 p. $1.50. 


Tue Sixus. A Study in Comparative 
Religion. By John Clark Archer. Princeton, 
N. J., Princeton University Press, 1946. 
353 p. $3.75. All who are interested in the 
missionary program will find this an in- 
forming volume as they seek to understand 
India as a mission field. 

*THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION IN THE NorTH- 
ERN Baptist ConveNnTION. By Hugh Hart- 
shorne and Milton C. Froyd. Philadelphia, 
The Judson Press, 1945. 242 p. $2.00. 

Tue Tuirp Day. By Arnold Lunn. West- 
minster, Maryland, The Newman Book Shop, 


A group. of specially fine 
Bibles with many unusual 
features for use by Teachers, 
Scholars, and Workers. 


WITH 


TEACHERS’ BIBLES concorpance 


380 R.L. Genuine leather, divinity circuit, 
Words of Christ in red—the complete 
Bible. 5% x 8%; large type. $8.50 

157. Genuine leather, divinity circuit, 
60,000 center column references. 51% x 
8; illustrated. $6.50 


SCHOLARS’ BIBLES 


222. Genuine leather, divinity circuit, 
pocket size, all Bible aids. 4 x 6%. $5.50 


621. Genuine leather, limp, full of special 
features for Sunday School scholars. 3% x 
5%. $4.50 


CHRISTIAN WORKERS’ BIBLE 


850. Genuine leather, divinity circuit, an 
unusual Bible marked on all subjects con- 
nected with the Theme of Salvation. $9.75 


At Your Book Store 


THE JOHN C.WINSTON CO... 
IN PHILADELPHIA 


| AMingdan ohesleng 


Annual bwavd 


$7,500. 


O ENCOURAGE the writing 

of distinguished books in the 
broad field of evangelical Christi- 
anity, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press 
offers an annual award of $5,000 
outright and an advance of $2,500 
against royalties to the author 
submitting the book manuscript 
which, in the opinion of a Board 
of Judges, will accomplish the 
greatest good for the Christian 
faith and Christian living among 
all people. 


Unusual Opportunity 


Any unpublished manuscript 
in harmony with the general pur- 
pose of the award, except fiction 
and poetry, will be considered if 
submitted according to the rules. 
The award is open to writers of 
every nationality, race, and creed, 
except employees of Abingdon- 
Cokesbury Press, their relatives, 
and authors with contractual ob- 
ligations to other publishers, 


The Board of Judges 


JOHN A, MACKAY 
President, Princeton Theological Seminary 


HENRY P, VAN_DUSEN 
President, Union Theological Seminary (N. Y.) 


ERNEST C. COLWE 
Preddeut: university of Chicago 


HALFORD E. LUCCOC 
Yale Gaiversity Divinity School 


UMPHREY L 
Presidente Sauarn Methodist University 


NOLAN B. HARMON, 
Editor, Ae ee Cokesbury Press 


Manuscripts may be entered in 
the contest only in accordance 
with the rules explained in the 
Award Prospectus, which will be 
mailed on request. A certificate of 
intent must be filed before Octo- 
ber 1 for the 1947 award. 


Address all communications to 
ABINGDON-COKESBURY 
ANNUAL AWARD EDITOR 


150 Fifth Avenue 
New York 11, New York 


International Journal of Religious Education 


1945. 177 p. $2.75. This book brings to- 
gether in one volume all the evidence in 
favor of the Christian belief in the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus and evidence against 
the claims of those who hold to some other 
view. 

To WuHom Patestine? By Frank Gervasi. 
New York, D. Appleton-Century Company, 
Inc., 1946. 213 p. $2.50. This book’ gives 
the basic history and facts in regard to the 
Palestine problem with particular reference 
to both the Arabs and the Jews. The writer 
went to Palestine as a pro-Arab although 


GOOD BOOKS. 


We will mail prepaid any book advertised in 
this issue—or any good book—new or old. Send 
us your book wants or write today for FREE 
catalog of current titles. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 


THE GOOD BOOK SERVICE, DEPT. IJ 
3702 Woodridge Rd., Cleveland Heights 21, Ohio 
We Do Not Sell ‘Obnoxious’ Books 


TIME 
TO READ? 


We read U. S., foreign peri- 
odicals. books, speeches; give 
you each week best anecdotes, 
illustrative stories, etc. For 
speakers, chairmen, ministers, 
educators, writers. Third year 
of publication. Sub., $5. Send 
$2 for six months' trial (26 
issues). Money-back guarantee, 


QUOTE, Dept. P, Indianapolis 


SS 
B= NO 


For Those who will 
not be Mentally 
Marooned 


SLIDEFILM 


not an anti-Semitic. He still believes that 
the Arabs have a case but that the Jews 
have a better one. 

VD. Manuat ror TEAcHers. By Samuel 
D. Allison and June Johnson. New York, 
Emerson Books, Inc., 1946. 146 p. $2.00. 
All who are interested in the technical side 


gta Caster Message for 
THE SERMON 


of venereal disease, especially from the 
standpoint of teaching courses dealing with 
it, will find this book a valuable, factual 
aid. It deals primarily with venereal diseases 
as such but also has a generous amount 
of material on teaching and the social han- 
dling of the problem. 


wae 


Vou 


Vustrated by Everett Shinn 


You will want this exquisite book with its eighteen full color 
pages and many beautiful black and white drawings to be a part 
of your library for all time. The text is from the King James 
Version of the Bible with no additional material. Everyone of 
every age will be able to appreciate the sheer beauty of Everett 
Shinn’s inspired interpretation of one of the world’s greatest 
masterpieces—THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT. $2.00 


PROJECTORS < 


Sharp% bright screen images are the rule when you visualize 
lessons with S.V.E. Projectors. S.V.E. Tri-Purpose Pro- 


6 jectors which project single and double frame film strips, 


as well as 2x2” miniature slides are now available to 
schools and churches. S.V.E. also offers the most complete 
libraries of Picturol film strips and Kodachrome slides. 


Write for FREE catalogs. Address Dept. 2-IJR. 


SOCIETY FOR VISUAL EDUCATION, INC. 


A Business Corporation 


100 East Ohio Street 


Chicago 11, Ill. 
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What's Happening 


Council Annual Meetings 


Reach High Level of Interest 


Held in Columbus, Ohio, February 10-16, 1946 


COLUMBUS, Ohio. At an overflow meet- 
ing which packed the King Avenue Metho- 
dist Church Sunday evening, February 10th, 
Council members and local people heard 
Harold Stassen, president of the Council, 
make an impressive plea for the local com- 
munity as the next focus of need in Chris- 
tian education. With this address the An- 
nual Meeting of the Council in Columbus, 
Ohio was under way. The community is 
going to have a new place in the movement 
as a result of that evening. 


Other all-Council meetings 


On Monday evening the Central High 
School auditorium was filled as a colorful 
processional of men and women in academic 
caps and gowns came up the center aisle. 
The occasion was the presentation of the 
first copy of the Revised Standard Version 
of the New Testament to the International 
Council by Dean Weigle, Chairman of the 
revision committee. The whole program 
gave the entire movement an enhanced sense 
of the central meaning of the Bible in Chris- 
tian education. 

On Tuesday evening another large audi- 
ence filled the First Baptist Church for an 
impressive demonstration of Youth United 
for Christianity as the youth phase of the 
United Christian Teaching Crusade. The 
evangelism of youth will have a new place 
in the church’s program henceforth. 

On Wednesday noon the Grand Ball Room 
of the Neil House was filled for the All- 
Council Luncheon at which the Russell Col- 
gate Distinguished Service Citation was pre- 
sented to Mr. Alfred H. Avery of Boston. 
At this session there was a strong address 
by Dr. George Buttrick. The lay worker 
will have a new setting in the minds of 
many because of this event. 

Finally, on Friday evening, a Recognition 
Dinner was given to Dr. Roy G. Ross to 
honor the significant first ten years of his 
service as General Secretary of the Interna- 
tional Council. Henceforth, the movement 
will have an enhanced recognition of the 
contribution which one person can make to 
the program of Christian education. 


Sections hear outstanding addresses 


The above were the five high points of 
public and dramatic interest in the Annual 
‘meetings, but festooned around them was 
a galaxy of meetings, sometimes 25 or 30 at 
once. The Advisory Sections met this year 
after being called off a year ago on account 
of travel restrictions, with 1200 members at- 
tending, strong programs and much enthu- 
siasm. A comparative newcomer to the Coun- 
cil staff who had never seen these sections 
in action said, “These section meetings sold 
themselves to me. I sensed something go- 
ing on there—a feeling of fellowship and 
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loyalty to a profession that means a great 
deal in the lives of these people and to the 
whole movement.” : 

Only a few samples can be quoted here to 
give the flavor of the scores of addresses and 
papers before the section meetings. Prof. 
Goodwin Watson of New York said that if 
schools, churches and youth social agencies 
do not deal directly with racial and reli- 
gious tensions, “the racial conflict may soon 
overshadow the management-labor conflict 
as our principal problem.” Dr. Jesse M. 
Bader of the Federal Council’ of Churches 
warned that “the church must redeem civi- 
lization or perish with the civilization it has 
failed to redeem.” Prof. Ernest Ligon of 
Schenectady, New York, said, “I do not be- 
lieve it is possible to develop the kind of 
character that can lead the world out of its 
present chaos without the religion of Jesus, 
not as lip service but as Christian person- 
ality.” Thomas H. West, a layman of Chi- 
cago, said that each community must have 
“an organization of lay people of all de- 
nominations, through which organizations 
there may rise an ever increasing sense of 
oneness across denominational lines.” And 
Thomas A. Tripp, of New York, declared 
that “In this atomic age, when cities are in 
jeopardy, the rural community may be civi- 
lization’s last chance!” 

Along with the speech making and discus- 
sions and exchange and enrichment of views, 
much business was done. Each section and 
many committees held business sessions; the 
Commission on Educational Program and the 
Board of Trustees considered a vast variety 
of reports, and passed on many, recommen- 
dations to the Council. In Sunday school 
lessons, in leadership texts and plans, in 
better work for all age-groups by denomina- 
tions and in states and local communities, 
the results will appear, some carrying a 
label as to whence they came, but many as 
anonymous outcomes of an inspiring and 
profitable session. 


D.R.E.’s to Hold 
National Workshop 


CHICAGO, Ill. A National Workshop for 
local church directors of Christian educa- 
tion will be held at Lake Forest College, 
Lake Forest, [llinois, July 22-28, 1946, under 
the auspices of the Director’s Advisory Sec- 
tion of the International Council and the 
Council. Enrollment must be limited to 125. 
The cost will be $10.00 registration and 
$20.00 for room and board. Inquiries should 
be addressed to the Department of Leader- 


ship Education of the International Council 


of Religious Education, 203 North Wabash 
Ave., Chicago 1, Illinois. 


Walter Myers Retires, 
Ivan Gould Takes Over 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. Rev. Water E. 
Myers, pioneer leader in state Sunday 
school work, and dean of state council sec- 
retaries, announced at the last meeting of 
the Pennsylvania State Council of Religious 
Education his retirement as General Secre- 
tary. Mr. Myers has been the executive of 
the Council and of its predecessor, the State 
Sabbath School Association, for more than 
twenty-five years. He has served thirty-eight 


years in interdenominational work. Under 


his leadership the Pennsylvania Council has 
maintained one of the largest state staffs and 
an active program of county council work. 

Rey. Witit1am L. Mupce, Executive Sec- 
retary of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, is also retiring. 

Rev. Ivan Goutp has been elected Gen- 
eral Secretary of the Pennsylvania State 
Council of Religious Education and General 
Secretary of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, succeeding Mr. Myers and Mr. 
Mudge. Mr. Gould has been since 1942 
General Secretary of the Service Men’s 
Christian League, and before that was Di- 
rector of Young People’s Work for the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education. 
He will continue temporarily to give part- 
time direction to the Service Men’s Chris- 
tian League. 


Councils in Action 


COLUMBUS, Ohio. Rev. Cecit C. Han- 
kins, former Youth Director of the Ohio 
Council of Churches, has recently returned 
to the staff after an absence of three years, 
in which he served with the U.S.O. in New 
Mexico. Mr. Hankins will work with Grorcr 
W. Cores, Director of the Youth Department, 
as his associate. He will specialize in man- 
aging Camp Indianola. Mr. Hankins and 
Mr. Cole will share in the county youth work, 
with Mr. Hankins concentrating on the coun- 
ties in the vicinity of Camp Indianola. 


CLEVELAND, Ohio. At the closing cam- 
paign luncheon of the Cleveland Church 
Federation, Miss Maset Garnett, secre- 
tary to the executive of the Cleveland Church 
Federation for twenty-five years, was honored 
for her devoted services. Miss Garnett was 
presented with an orchid, a scroll of praise 
in illuminated letters framed in silver, and 
a check for $250. 


TOLEDO, Ohio. The Toledo Council of 
Churches, working with the Department of 
Race Relations of the Federal Council of 
Churches, has sponsored a most successful 
clinic in inter-racial unity. Rey. C. CLarK 
SHeEpp, Executive Secretary of the Toledo 
Council, stated that over 300 persons at- 
tended the various sessions of the clinic on 
housing, employment, recreation, and com- 
munity resources, and a follow-up commit- 
tee was organized to carry out the recom-’ 
mendations of the clinic. Pooling their re- 
sources with the Toledo Council and the 
Federal Council to sponsor the clinic were: 
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the Ministerial Association, the Jewish Com- 


munity Council, Catholic Charities, Y.M.C.A., SUMMER COURSES 
Y.W.C.A., the C.I.O. and the A.F. of L. in 


DUPLICATING & OFFICE SUPPLIES 


Mail a postcard today for special bargain offers 
on duplicators, mimeograph papers, stencils, inks, 
lettering guides, styli, copyscopes, postcard dupli- 


TOPEKA, Kans. Youth representatives UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


and youth sponsors of the various denomina- 
tions and local Councils of Churches recently 
met to discuss plans for the organization of 
a Kansas Christian Youth Council. : 

The Rev. C. O. BicKeLL, Director of Youth 
Work for the State Council of Churches, and 
Ropert Tespett, of the United Christian 
Youth Movement, were leaders in the meet- 
ing. An interim committee was selected to 
act until the completed organization can be 
arranged, and was instructed to plan a state- 
wide youth rally, when the organization of 
the council can be completed. 


SOUTH BEND, Ind. Mrs. J. R. SHAFER, 
Supervisor of Weekday Religious Education, 
for the Council of United Churches of Saint 
Joseph County, announced a 20 per cent in- 
crease in the number of pupils enrolled in 
weekday schools between the first and second 
semesters. There are now nineteen classes, 
enrolling 517 pupils. 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. On December 13 
the Executive Board and members of the 
Philadelphia Council of Christian Education, 
the Philadelphia Federation of Churches, 
and the Women’s Interdenominational Union 
voted to consolidate for the purpose of found- 
ing a new Philadelphia Council of Churches. 
An executive committee of thirty, ten from 
each organization, was appointed to direct 
the work in the transition period. 


Just One Slide Will Do It 
(Continued from page 8) 


jected during special musical numbers, 
or to provide a_ background for 
meditation periods, and intensify the 
emotional and spiritual quality of 
these elements of worship. 

One of the most striking and dra- 
matic uses of visual aids this writer 
has ever seen was the use of a single 
slide at a young people’s conference 
last summer. It was the night of the 
annual consecration service which was 
to be held on a hillside about a quarter 
of a mile from the place where the 
preceding activity was scheduled. In 
order to help the group get in a re- 
ceptive mood for the consecration serv- 
ice, the committee in charge set up five 
or six “stations” along the way. A 
worship center was designed for each 
station where the groups paused for a 
moment of appropriate worship, and 
meditation on their way to the hillside. 

For one of these stations, a frame 
of wood about three by five feet was 
covered with a.sheet, and a kodach- 
rome of Sallman’s “Head of Christ” 
focused on it to cover the frame com- 
pletely: Walking along the pathway 
in the darkness and suddenly coming 
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Under the Columbia University 
Summer Session 
July 8 to August 16, 1946 
Three-week terms: July 8 te 26, 
and July 29 to August 16 
* 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION: 
H. S. Elliott, Personal Counselling 
Clarence Shedd, Religion in Higher 
Education 
- Wesner Fallaw, Church Education 
W. C. Bower, The Bible in Contemporary 
Religious Experience 
and others 
* 


PRESIDENTS’ SCHOOL 


FOR SCM LEADERS: 
—. E. Aubrey, Introduction to the Christian 
Faith 
Liston Pope, Christian Theory and Action 
R. Elizabeth Johns and Staff, Leadership 
in the Student Christian Movement 
(Credit applies on A.B. degrees in most 


colleges) 
* 


BIBLE, ETHICS, PHILOSOPHY, 


THEOLOGY: 
E. E. Aubrey, John Knox, Reinhold Nie- 
buhr, J. T. McNeill, Samuel Terrien, 


Paul Tillich, and others 
* 
Address: Director of Summer Courses 
Union Theological Seminary 
3041 Broadway 
New York 27, N. Y. 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE OF 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


Affiliated with 


McCORMICK THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


A Strategically Located School 
Provides 
Professional Training for College Graduates 
Preparing for Church Vocations in 


Christian Education Missions 
Social Work 

The Two-year Curriculum leads to the 
Degree 


For Information Address 
Pres. J. Harry Cotton, Ph. D. 
832 Belden Avenue Chicago 14, Ill. 
Choirs 


Pulpit GOWN ) 


Fine materials, beautiful work, 
pleasingly low prices. Catalog 
and samples on request. State 
your needs and name of church. 


DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1149 South 4th St., Greenville, Ill. 


upon this large illuminated painting 
produced an effect that made a deep 
impression on every person at the 
conference. 

Many persons will probably say, 
“Oh, it’s too much trouble to set 
up the projector to show just one 
slide” It is trouble, but is it too much 
trouble for the results achieved? Ex- 
perience has shown that it is not. Just 
one slide—used discriminately and 
creatively—can help your class or 
your congregation to understand more 
fully what it means to be a Christian, 
and give them new inspiration to fol- 


low Jesus’ Way of Life. 


SYRACUSE 


Award, Gift, Favor 


cators and office supplies. 


FIDELITY COMPANY 
252 Fifth Street 


OHIO 


“Victory for Christ’’ sy? FLAGSETTE 


Flags hi-gloss; gilt staffs 
& V, on cardb'd base. 
Ht. 314”. Ea. set in env.; 
$1.20 dz. at your Sup- 
ply House or 

REPUBLIC COMPANY 

176 W. Adams St. 

Dept. A46, Chicago 3 
Mfrs. of Flag Desk-Wates 
and other sizes of In- 
scription-Nameplate Flag 
Sets, 1 ft. to 9 ft. hts. 


The School of 


Religious Education 


of the 


Hartford Seminary 


Foundation 


A non-sectarian institution for 


the professional training of 
Directors of Religious Education. 


Russell Henry Stafford, M.A., 
D.D., $.T.D., LL.D., President 


George Ross Wells, M.A., Ph.D., 
Dean : 


The lecture halls, dormitories and 
the library of 150,000 volumes of 
the Hartford Seminary Founda- 
tion constitute the physical equip- 
ment. The faculties of the 
Hartford School of Religious 
Education, Hartford Theological 
Seminary and the Kennedy 
School of Missions, between thirty 
and forty scholars, comprise the 
teaching force. 


Graduation with a _ Bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited College 
or Teachers’ College required for 
entrance. Enrollment limited. 


Degree of Master of Arts awarded 
upon successful completion of two 
years of study in the fields of: 


Old and New Testament 

Principles and Methods of 
Education 

Psychology 

Sociology 

Church History 

Christian Philosophy 


Expenses low. A few scholarships 
are vacant for next year and loan 
funds are available to satisfactory 
full-time students. 


For further information, catalog 
and descriptive pamphlets, ad- 
dress: 


Secretary, Hartford School 
of Religious Education 
55 Elizabeth Street 
Hartford 5, Connecticut 
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Current Feature Films 


Estimates prepared by 
Independent Filmscores 
Film suitable for: 
M—Mature audience 
Y—Young People 
C—Children 
—Outstanding for Family 
t—Outstanding for Adults 


Because of Him (Univ.) Deanna Dur- 
bin, Charles Laughton, Franchot Tone. Com- 
edy. Waitress successfully employs fraud, 
blackmail to win leading part in play .. . 
Laughton excellent in burlesque of matinee 
idol, but rest of performance is illogical, 
uninspired. Setting for too-few songs ex- 
tremely silly. 5 

Black Market Babies (Mono.) Ralph 
Morgan, Kane Richmond. Melodrama. Ex- 
posé of adoption racket as pursued by gang- 
ster, liquor-ruined doctor, unscrupulous law- 
yer. ... Film is done in good taste despite 
emphasis in advertising on the sensational. 
A rather amateurish production. M.Y 


Blithe Spirit (British film distributed by 
UA) Constance Cummings, Kay Hammond, 
Rex Harrison. Comedy. Technicolored film- 
ing of Noel Coward play spoofing spiritual- 
ism by playing on dilemma of husband who, 
when medium’s signals get mixed, is 
haunted in friendly fashion by two former 
wives. . . . Witty, sophisticated dialogue in 
static film. Polished, empty nonsense. M 


Breakfast in Hollywood (UA) Beulah 
Bondi, Tom Breneman, Bonita Granville, 
Zasu Pitts, Edward Ryan. Comedy. A day 
in the life of the originator of the radio 
variety show of the same name, which is said 
to have 7,000,000 listeners, most of them 
elderly women. . . . Story provided to pad 
out half-hour radio show is a thin, painfully 
obvious one, but film is ingenuous, pleasant, 
likely to charm program’s followers. 


i) 


Challenge to Hollywood (The March 
of Time) Documentary. A survey of British 
efforts to enter the world’s motion picture 
market. . . . Instead of presenting pertinent 
facts in a current problem, film is content 
with a few shots from British films, state- 
ments of a few leaders on intentions. Super- 
ficial handling. M, Y 


Cornered (RKO) Micheiline Cheirel, 
Dick Powell, Walter Slezak. Melodrama. 
Canadian flyer, mentally tortured, sets out 
after demobilization on precarious path to 
France, Argentina, seeking revenge on. Vichy 
collaborator who murdered his French bride, 
50 others. . . . Ideological implications in- 
effective, but handling of pursuit makes this 
skillful suspense fare. Scenes of physical en- 
counter gruesome. 


Diary of a Chambermaid (UA): Judith 
Anderson, Paulette Goddard, Hurd Hatfield, 
Francis Lederer, Burgess Meredith. Melo- 
drama. Blackmail, murder, sadism, abnor- 
mality in character as met by maid who goes 
to work in French chateau in late 1800's. 

. Able performances fail to give convic- 
tion because of vaguely defined characteriza- 


tions, unmotivated plot elements. A morbid 
tale, fraught with harrowing detail, never 
quite achieving life or meaning. 
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Doll Face (Fox) Vivian Blaine, Perry 
Como, Carmen Miranda, Dennis O’Keefe. 
Musical. To gain “class” for burlesque star, 
novelist is employed to ghost-write her 
“autobiography.” . Lengthy “acts” in an 
insipid story make for tedious fare. M, Y 


The Great Lakes (RKO “This Is Amer- 
ica” series) Documentary. Shows traffic on 
the inland lakes and industries it makes 
possible, with the part played in its regula- 
tion by coast guard. .. . A well-edited, in- 
teresting fact film. M.Y,C 


Life With Baby (The March of Time) 
Documentary. Typical behavior patterns of 
infants from birth to six years of age, pho- 
tographed by hidden camera at Yale clinic: 


. Entertaining as well as informative. 
M.Y,C 


Masquerade in Mexico (Par.) Arturo 
de Cordova, Ann Dvorak, Patric Knowles, 
Dorothy Lamour. Comedy. The ads say “See 
the smart set in its new billion dollar set- 
ting.” An American member of that set, liv- 
ing in fabulous hacienda, employs stranded 
night club singer to charm a_bullfighter 
from his own scatterbrained wife... . Ex- 
pensive, tasteless, empty—and most uncom- 
plimentary to Mexico as well as to Ameri- 
cans it pictures. M 


Once There Was a Girl (Soviet film) 
Drama. Experiences of two small girls 
pee siege of Leningrad to final victory. 

A slow-moving, sensitive film, with re- 
markable performances by children. M,Y 


Sing Your Way Home (RKO) Jack 
Haley, Marcy McGuire. Musical. Egotisti- 
cal war correspondent gets his come-up- 
pance when he must escort across the At- 
lantic a group of adolescent “jive” enter- 
tainers. . . . Contrived, noisy. M,Y 


+ Spellbound (UA) Ingrid Bergman, Mi- 
chael Chekhov, Gregory Peck. Drama. A 
woman psychiatrist seeks, under pressure of 
pursuit by police, to delve into the haunted 
past of doctor patient with whom she is in 
love, a doctor accused of murder, firm in 
belief that he is really a victim of amnesia. 

. An absorbing Hitchcock-directed film, 


in which the suspense is mental, is com- 


-bined effectively with a love story honest 


and appealing. Superior direction and act- 
ing. M 


The Spiral Staircase (RKO) Ethel Bar- 
rymore, George Brent, Dorothy McGuire, 
Kent Smith. Melodrama. Usual ingredients 
of a thriller—ominous house, wild and 
stormy night, abnormal or deformed char- 
acters, murders past, present and to come. 

. Given more than usual effectiveness by 
acting of superior cast, with Dorothy Mc- 
Guire excellent gs the mute whose horror- 
locked lips finally open. M 


Strange Confession (Univ.) Lon Chaney, 
Brenda Joyce, J. Carroll Naish. Melodrama. 
Having decapitated his employer, a drug 
manufacturer, brilliant chemist recounts 
steps which led to deed—how his discoveries 
had been exploited by victim to hoodwink 
public. . . . Lack of suspense, disconnected 
narrative, unmotivated horror of ending 
make mediocre what might have been effec- 
tive drama. 


Three Strangers (War.) Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald, Sydney Greenstreet, Peter Lorre, 
Joan Lorring. Melodrama. How three Lon- 
doners, strangers, come to possess jointly a 
sweepstake ticket which, upon winning, re- 
wards none of them because each has in the 
meantime been trapped by his own short- 
comings, intrigues. . . . An ingenious story, 
with sordid sub-plots tangled episodically 
with main theme of destiny. Characters un- 
sympathetic but convincingly portrayed. 
Done with excellent use of suspense and 
dread. 


+A Walk in the Sun (Fox) Dana 
Andrews, Richard Conte, Sterling Holloway, 
George Tyne. -Drama. With one platoon 
from its dawn landing on the Salerno beach- 
head to its noon objective—a fortified farm- 
house and a bridge, six miles inland... . 
An unforgettable reminder, honest, un- 
polished, of what war—compressed into 
one of its small segments—means in terms 
of the human element, its fears, its un- 
certainty, its blindness, its tragedy. M, Y 


Why Girls Leave Home (Producers) 
Lola Lane, Sheldon Leonard. Melodrama. 
Girl’s ambition to become night club singer 


involves her in gambling racket, assorted 
murders. .'. . Sordid fare. 
; 3 ‘7 EVERY 
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e@ Special Programs—Easter—Christmas 
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